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Billy the Kid
and the Lincoln County War
ROBERT M. UTLEY

As Alexander McSween died on the back doorstep of his blazing home,
Billy the Kid made good his escape. The fire had eaten from room to
room, finally leaving the defenders with the choice of burning, surrendering, or making a break for it. From the kitchen door they burst into
the night, lit by the flames of the burning house. The posse's fire drove
part of them back, McSween included. But, dodging bullets, the Kid
and several companions raced across the opening between the McSween house and the Tunstall store, veered to the north, and lost themselves in the trees along the Rio Bonito. Ten minutes later, on this night
of July 19, 1878, a burst of gunfire killed Alexander McSween. 1
Billy the Kid emerged from the flaming wreckage of McSween's
home as a minor celebrity, known throughout New Mexico Territory as
Robert M. Utley, former Chief Historian of the National Park Service, is the author of
numerous books, including The Last Days of the Sioux Nation (1963), Frontier Regulars:
The United States Army and the Indian 1866-1891 (1973), and The Indian Frontier of the
American West 1846-1890 (1984) He is currently writing a history of the Lincoln County
War. This essay, in abbreviated form, was delivered as part of the first annual Calvin Horn
Lecture series. Utley's four biographical lectures will be published in November by the
University of New Mexico Press as Four Fighters of Lincoln County.
1. The clearest account of the escape is to be found in the testimony of the Kid,
Jose Chaves y Chaves, Andrew Boyle, and Joseph H. Nash, Records Relating to the
Dudley Inquiry (CO 1284), Record Group (hereafter RG) 153, Judge Advocate General's
Office, National Archives and Records Service (hereafter NARS), hereafter cited as Dudley
Court Record.
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William H. Bonney-Billy the Kid. Courtesy Special Collections, University of
Arizona Library.
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a prominent fighter in the Lincoln County War and an outlaw wanted on
charges originating in the war. Even at the war's end, however, he had
not become known as Billy the Kid, and the exciting adventures that
traced his path from Lincoln County to the pistol flash that ended his
brief career in a darkened bedroom at Fort Sumner hardly account for
the towering stature he later attained in American folklore. The explanation for that phenomenon lies more in the dynamics of mythmaking
than in the reality of his life. The legend, however, gives global significance to a life that is otherwise of interest to only a handful of antiquarians, Because of the legend,the life invites careful scrutiny, to discover
if it can be compressed into its true human dimensions. 2
He came to Lincoln County late in October 1877, a few weeks after
his eighteenth birthday and thus hardly out of adolescence. He looked
his youth-140 pounds, spare, of medium stature, with brown hair, light
complexion, and a smooth face betraying the downy beginnings of a
beard and mustache. Two squirrel-like front teeth slightly marred his
appearance. He rode well and shot well and practiced all the time. With
agreeable and winning ways, he made friends easily, especially with
the Hispanics, whose language he spoke fluently.3 He was basically a
scrappy tough, seasoned by the raw life of the Silver City mining camp.
He had killed at least one man, a bully at Fort Grant, Arizona, whose
death could not be properly judged premeditated or cold-blooded. Like
many another drifter, he gave a false name, William H. Bonney; but he
also took his stepfather's' surname and answered to Henry Antrim, Kid
'
Antrim, or just Kid.
Billy Bonney arrived in Lincoln County as a fugitive from the Arizona
murder charge. He came by way of Mesilla, where he probably spent
a few weeks with Jesse Evans's' gang of horse thieves, known as The
Boys. He then crossed the rugg-ed Guadalupe Mountains to the lower
Pecos and from there made his way back to the high country of the
Sierra Blanca. On the upper' Penasco he fell in with a band of some
thirty gunmen and, on November 17, 1877, helped them break Jesse
Evans and three of his gang out of the Lincoln jail. Toward the end of
2. A number of good general works deal with the process of myth making in the
American,West, including Billy the Kid, but two notable recent studies address only the
Kid: Stephen Tatum, Inventing Billy the Kid: Visions of the Outlaw in America, 1881-1981
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982); and Jon Tuska, Billy the Kid: A BioBibliography (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1983).
3. These characterizations come from contemporary newspaper descriptions in the
New York Sun, December 27, 1880, and Las Vegas Gazette, December 28, 1880; and
also from Frank Coe, interview.with J. Evetis Haley, San Patricio, New Mexico, March 20.
1927, Haley History Center, Midland, Texas (hereafter HHC).
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November he hired on as a cowhand at the newly acquired cattle ranch
of John H. Tunstall on the Rio Felix 4
The ranch on the Rio Felix was but one of the enterprises the young
Englishman had launched, with lawyer Alexander McSween and others,
in an effort to make a fortune through the monopoly control of Lincoln
County's economy. Success required the destruction of the existing
monopoly of James J. Dolan and John H. Riley, who had succeeded to
the commercial empire, known simply as The House, erected by Lawrence G. Murphy. The struggle between the rival groups held the makings of the Lincoln County War. When Bonney went to work for John H.
Tunstall late in 1877, commercial competition verged on violent confrontation.
In the few weeks before the slaying ofTunstall touched off the Lincoln
County War, Bonney had little chance to form the fast friendship of legend
with his employer. The store in Lincoln and other concerns kept Tunstall
away from the ranch most of this time. To his family in England, Tunstall
described in detail another hand, John Middleton, a tough-looking cowboy who handled rifle and pistol with superlative skill, but not once did
he mention Bonney. The Kid may have liked and admired the ranch
owner, but it had to be from some distanceS
4. Several diligent researchers have tracked Billy through public records and stripped
away much of the myth. For his years before Lincoln, see Philip J. Rasch, "New Light on
the Legend of Billy the Kid," New Mexico Folklore Record, 7 (1952-1953),1-5; Philip J.
Rasch and Robert N. Mullin, "Dim Trails: The Pursuit of the McCarty Family," ibid., 8 (19531954),6-11; and Philip J. Rasch, "A Man Name.d Antrim," Los Angeles Westerners, Brand
Book, 6 (1956), 48-54. For reference to Henry Antrim stealing horses in the Mesilla Valley,
see Mesilla Valley Independent, October 13, 1877. Jesse Evans and his gang were there
in September, and there is evidence establishing some relationship between Evans and
the Kid prior to their association in Lincoln County. Deposition of Panteleon Gallegos, April
14, 1878, in Frank Warner Angel, "Report on the Death of John H. Tunstall," Department
of Justice, 1878. This voluminous report, central to understanding the Lincoln County War,
is in the NARS, but there is a copy in the Victor Westphal I Collection, New Mexico State
Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe (hereafter NMSRCA). The Kid's arrival on the lower
Pecos in October 1877, where he spent several weeks, is recorded by both Barbara Jones
and Lily Casey Klasner, in Eve Ball, Ma'am Jones of the Pecos (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1969), chap. 17; and Lily Klasner, My Girlhood among Outlaws, ed. Eve
Ball (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1972), 169-71. Lily's mother, the widow Ellen
Casey, was on her way to Texas with a herd of cows stolen from John Tunstall. They were
headed off before reaching the state line by a force of Tunstall gunmen under Richard
Brewer and John Middleton. It is tempting to speculate that the Kid accompanied them
back to the mountains and formed the friendships that led to his employment at the Tunstall
ranch. The Kid's participation in the liberation of Jesse Evans from the Lincoln jail is
established in Francisco Trujillo, interview with Edith Crawford, San Patricio, New Mexico,
May 10, 1937, WPA Files, Folder 212, NMSRCA Trujillo, who later rode with the Kid,
encountered the escape party and lost his arms and saddle to the Kid. Although eightyfive at the time of the interview, his recollections of many of the incidents of the Lincoln
County War contain too many verifiable specifics to be discounted.
5. Tunstall wrote copious letters to his family, most of which are reproduced or summarized in Frederick W. Nolan, The Life and Death of John Henry Tunstall (Albuquerque:
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Bonney's friends, rather, were his daily companions-Middleton;
Richard Brewer, the ranch foreman, who probably recruited him; Godfrey
Gauss, the gentle, fatherly old cook; and especially Fred Waite. Six years
older, a Choctaw from the Indian Territory, Waite became BilJy's constant
companion. At winter's end, the two planned to begin farmil'Yg their own
spread on the Penasco. Instead, war broke out. 6
The conflict found its immediate stimulus in the courts. Judge Warren
Bristol and Prosecuting Attorney William L. Rynerson favored the Dolan
cause, as did Sheriff William Brady, a steadfast, conscientious lawman
who nonetheless had ties to The House. In McSween's questionable
handling of the assets of an estate, Dolan saw pretext to invoke the law
against McSween. He manipulated the heirs to the estate into having
the lawyer arrested on an embezzlement charge and also into bringing
civil suit against him for ten thousand dollars in damages. As security
against this sum, Judge Bristol issued a writ for the attachment of
McSween's property.
These maneuvers brought the opening scenes of the war to the
very doorstep of Bonney and his friends. They were at the Tunstall ranch
on February 13, 1878, when Deputy Jacob B. Mathews and a posse of
four rode up with orders from Sheriff Brady to impound Tunstall's cattle.
On the erroneous though understandable theory that a business partnership made Tunstall's property partly McSween's, Brady had already
attached the entire contents of the Tunstall store in Lincoln. Now he
planned to attach Tunstall's stock on the Felix. Brewer said that he c'ould
have any McSween cows he could find but must leave Tunstall's alone.
Bonney and his friends stood by with arms ready to back up their foreman, so Mathews rode back to Lincoln for new instructions.
Five days later he tried again, this time with a posse of more than
twenty men. But Tunstall had taken the measure of his adversary and
had decided that only by giving in could bloodshed be averted. He
hurried to the ranch and took charge. Leaving Gauss to surrender the
cattle to the posse, he and the other hands left for Lincoln early on the
morning of February 18. Waite drove a wagon on the road, while Bonney,
Brewer, Middleton, and Tunstall's aide Rob Widenmann joined their chief
to herd eight horses along the shorter trail through the mountains. Late
that afternoon, as Bonney and Middleton lagged behind the rest, a dozen
or more horsemen stormed up the trail in their rear, firing, shouting, and
University of New Mexico Press, 1965). Middleton is described in a letter of November
29, 1877, found on p. 249.
6. Deposition of William H. Bonney, June 8, 1878, and Robert A. Widenmann, June
6, 1878, Angel Report. For data on the other Tunstall hands, see biographical notes in the
Mullin Collection, HHC.
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Left to right: James J. Dolan, Emil Fritz, W. J. Martin, and Lawrence G.
Murphy, ca. 1872. Courtesy Special Collections, University of Arizona Library.
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spurring their mounts at the gallop. While Middleton rushed to find Tunstall, Bonney made for a wooded hilltop that offered defensive cover.
Here he joined Brewer and Widenmann, who had left the trail in pursuit
of some wild turkeys. Middleton soon rode up, but Tunstall had tarried
on the trail. From beyond an intervening hill came the sound of gunfire.
"They've killed Tunstall," said Middleton.
Tunstall had fallen before a subposse headed by William S. (Buck)
Morton. Mathews had sent this group to overtake Tunstall and seize the
horses. Only two men were with Morton in the final confrontation with
Tunstall, outlaw chief Jesse Evans and one of his gang, Tom Hill. They
had joined the posse on the pretext of recovering a horse they had lent
to Bonney. The official version was that Tunstall resisted arrest and had
to be killed. No one on either side could dispute the explanation from
direct observation, but none of Tunstall's friends believed ie
Tunstall's killing started Billy the Kid on the road to notoriety. Whether
to avenge his employer's slaying or from other motives, he rose swiftly
to prominence among the men who rallied to the standard of Alexander
McSween. Such a force, between thirty and fifty strong, began gathering
at McSween's home on the night of February 18, even before word came
ofTunstall's death, In addition to Brewer, Bonney, Waite, and Middleton,
there were other cowhands well acquainted with guns and willing to
dedicate them to the McSween cause. There were also outraged citizens
who had long resented the tyranny of The House,
In the confused maneuvers of the next few days, these men emerged
as a key element of McSween's strategy. As Dolan had his judge, so
McSween sought one of his own-bumbling old John B. Wilson, justice
of the peace of Precinct NO.1. And as Dolan had his posse riding behind
the badge of Sheriff Brady, McSween sOL!9ht one of his own-Bonney
and the other gunmen gathered in his home, operating under the authority of Atanacio Martfnez, constable of Precinct NO.1. When Martfnez
balked at the role prescribed for him, Bonney stepped forward with a
blunt threat to do as he was told or be killed B For nearly a week these
7. The best sources from which to reconstruct these events are the depositions in
the Angel Report, all sworn within three to four months of Tunstall's death, There are more
than twenty by participants on both sides. The ones most directly useful here are those
of Robert A. Widenmann, June 6; Jacob B. Mathews, June 22; Pantele6n Gallegos, April
14; Godfrey Gauss, June 6; John Middleton, June 13; and William H, Bonney, June 8.
William Morton and Tom Hill were killed before they could give direct testimony, and Jesse
Evans simply denied being present. Most likely, however, the three shot Tunstall down
before giving him a chance to surrender. They probably reacted to opportunity rather than
plan, animated by the expectation of Dolan's approval and perhaps even by a tangible
reward. See also Philip J. Rasch, "Prelude to the Lincoln County War: The Murder of John
Henry Tunstall," Los Angeles Westerners, Brand Book, 7 (1957), 78-96.
8. So Atanacio Martinez confessed to Lieutenant Millard F. Goodwin, a military officer
from Fort Stanton, Deposition of Goodwin, Angel Report.
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John Chisum.
Courtesy Special Collections,
University of Arizona Library.

John H. Tunstall.
Courtesy Special Collections,
University of Arizona Library.

Alexander McSween.
Courtesy Special Collections,
University of Arizona Library.

Susan McSween.
Courtesy Special C'.ollections,
University of Arizona Library.
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two legally constituted posses, armed with legally issued warrants for
a multitude of arrests, sparred with each other On one especially tense
day, only the presence of soldiers from Fort Stanton prevented a gun
fight between the two groups. In each confrontation Bonney stood out
among the most aggressive of the Martinez posse. In the end McSween's stratagem failed. District Attorney Rynerson refused to accept
McSween's bond, and Judge Bristol wrote out a new warrant for the
lawyer's arrest. Certain that he would be killed if clapped in Sheriff
Brady's jail, McSween fled Lincoln 9
The Martinez posse contained the beginnings of the fighting force
that called itself the Regulators. Although they professed to be above
the partisanship of McSween and Dolan, for the next five months they
fought McSween's battle. Like Dolan's warriors, they rode under color
of the law. Their captain, Dick Brewer, bore a commission as special
constable from Justice of the Peace Wilson and carried the warrant
issued from his court for the arrest of Tunstall's killers.
About a dozen men, all Anglo, formed the core group of the Regulators and figured in almost all of their operations from the maneuvers
of late February to the shootout at McSween's home in July. On occasion
other men, both Anglo and Hispanic, swelled the ranks to twenty and
even thirty. In the final battle for Lincoln, they numbered more than sixty.
As one of this core group of Regulators, Bonney achieved his significance in the first stage of the Lincoln County War. He took part in
every major incident, sometimes with more visibility than his companions
and sometimes with less. Rarely a leader, he was always the diligent,
active soldier. At age eighteen essentially an unformed personality, he
may well have taken on his adult makeup arid values from the older
men with whom he shared the hardships and dangers of 1878.10
These men were not merely hired guns. Enemies accused McSween
of paying each Regulator four dollars a day. Actually, while holding forth
9. The moves and countermoves of February 19-23, badly scrambled in most accounts, may be reconstructed from the following sources: depositions of McSween, Widenmann (2), Martinez (2), James Longwill, William Bonney, John B. Wilson, -Florencio
Gonzales, and M. F. Goodwin, with annexed documents; endorsement of Captain George
A. Purington, March 14, 1878; and Purington to Angel, June 25, 1878, all in the Angel
Report. Also Purington to Acting Assistant Adjutant General, District of New Mexico (hereafter AAAG, DNM), Fort Stanton, February 21, 1878, Letters Received (hereafter LR), Hq.
DNM, RG 393, NARS, M1088, Reel 32; affidavit of George W Peppin (a Brady deputy),
April 15, 1878, in Lincoln County, District Court, Civil Case No. 141, document file, NMSRCA;
"Stanton" [McSween] to Ed., April 1, 1878, Cimarron News and Press, April 11, 1878;
Mesilla Valley Independent, April 27, 1878; and [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, May 4,
1878
10. Besides Bonney, alias Antrim and alias the Kid, the core group included at least
the following men, perhaps others: Dick Brewer, Frank McNab, Josiah G. (Doc) Scurlock,
Charles Bowdre, Fred Waite, John Middleton, Henry Brown, Jim French, the cousins Frank
and George Coe, John Scroggins, and Steve Stevens.
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In Charles M. Russell's pen-and-ink drawing Billy the Kid kills Buck Morton
and Frank Baker. Courtesy Stephen Tatum.

the prospect of reward from the purse of the elder Tunstall in London,
McSween paid only for their food and other supplies. Therefore, the
Regulators fought in the hope of ultimate gain and because they wanted
to break the grip ofThe House on their daily lives. They were as lawless
and violent as Dolan's fighters, as given to settling disputes with a
Winchester or Colt, and as prone to supplementing their income with
occasional larceny. But also like Dolan's men, they were farmers, stockmen, or laborers who spent most of their time in honest toil. From such
men did Billy Bonney absorb his outlook on life. 11
The first Regulator mission that Bonney joined was the search for
Buck Morton, who had headed the subposse that killed Tunstall. Morton
had charge of Dolan's cow camp at Seven Rivers, on the lower Pecos.
Near there, on March 6, Brewer and ten Regulators flushed Morton and
Frank Baker, a Jesse Evans henchman who had also been with Morton's
subposse. Brewer and his men had hoped that they would not have to
11. Neither James Dolan nor Alexander McSween had the money to pay daily wages
to their gunmen. Many of Dolan's fighters, of course, already drew wages as employees
of The House, but the Dolan-Riley mortgage of January 1878 placed The House on the
threshold of bankruptcy, and in May the partners went into bankruptcy. The record of
McSween's bank account at the First National Bank of Santa Fe (Archive 177, Special
Collections, University of New Mexico Library, Albuquerque) shows McSween to have
been equally insolvent at this time. Repeatedly throughout the winter of 1877-1878 he
overdrew his account.
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take the fugitives alive, but after a long and tiring chase they surrendered. In Roswell, Morton posted a letter to a friend in Virginia predicting
his and Baker's death before they could reach Lincoln.
And in fact they and William McCloskey, a former Tunstall employee
who had attached himself to the party, never reached Lincoln. As Brewer
explained to McSween, on March 9 Morton had grabbed McCloskey's
pistol and shot him, and then with Baker had made a break for safety,
only to be gunned down by the Regulators. No participant ever admitted
to another version, but scarcely anyone else believed that the three men
had not been simply executed. McCloskey, a friend of Morton and not
a Regulator, could not be trusted to stick to the official explanation and
thus had to be dispatched along with the other victims. The bodies of
Morton and Baker, according to report, each contained eleven bullets,
one for each Regulator. 12
Billy loomed large in the next action of the Regulators. After meeting
with McSween at John Chisum's ranch late in March, Bonney and five
others laid plans to remove one of the major instruments of McSween's
ballooning troubles with the law: Sheriff William Brady. On the night of
March 31 they slipped into the corral behind the Tunstall store. An adobe
wall with a gate projecting eastward from the rear of the bUilding hid
them from the street. About midmorning on April 1, Sheriff Brady, with
deputies George Hindman, Jacob Mathews, George Peppin, at:ld John
Long, walked down the street.
As the officers passed the wall, the men behind it loosed a fusillade
of rifle fire. Brady fell, riddled by as many as a dozen bullets, Hindman
with one. Crying for water, Hindman tried to rise. Ike Stockton, who kept
a saloon nearby, dashed out to help, but Hindman died. The other
deputies had run to the safety of a house across the street. Bonney and
Jim French sprinted from the corral into the street and stooped over
Brady, possibly to search his pockets for the McSween arrest warrant.
From their refuge, Mathews and his companions opened fire. The Kid
picked up Brady's Winchester but was struck in the thigh by a slug,
which went through him and hit French in the thigh too. Billy dropped
the rifle, and the two ran back to safety.13
12. Mesilla Valley Independent, March 16, April 13, and April 23, 1878. Morton's letter
is printed in the April 13 issue. [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, May 4, 1878. Morton
biographical notes, Mullin Collection, HHC. For reminiscent accounts, none very satisfactory, see Francisco Trujillo, interview with Edith Crawford, San Patricio, New Mexico, May
10, 1937, WPA Files, Folder 212, NMSRCA; Frank Coe, interview with J. Evetts Haley, San
Patricio, New Mexico, August 14, 1927, HHC; and Florencio Chaves, interview with J.
Evetts Haley, Lincoln, New Mexico, August 15, 1927, HHC.
13. The basic facts are set forth in Mesilla Valley Independent, April 13, April 27, and
May 4, 1878, and [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, May 4, 1878. Reminiscent accounts
are Robert Brady (William's young son), interview with Edith L. Crawford, Carrizozo, New
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Bonney's wound did not disable him, but French could not ride.
While Bonney and the other Regulators lost themselves in the timber
along the Rio Bonito, French hobbled to the backdoor of the McSween
house, where the Reverend Dr. Taylor F. Ealy and his family were living
in McSween's absence. A physician as well as Presbyterian clergyman,
Ealy ran a silk handkerchief through the wound and turned French over
to Sam Corbet, a meek little fellow who had clerked in the Tunstall store.
Corbet hid French somewhere-under the floor, Ealy said, with two pistols clutched in his hands-and the posse that tracked the blood to the
backdoor and searched the house three times failed to find him. That
night, the Kid stole back and rescued his friend .14
Bonney and French must not have had serious wounds, for on April
4 they appeared with Brewer and eleven other Regulators at South Fork,
the location of Blazer's Mills and the Mescalero Apache Indian Agency.
As they ate lunch at the home of the Indian agent, Andrew L. (Buckshot)
Roberts rode up on his mule. A small-time stockman from the Ruidoso,
he had formerly worked at Dolan's South Fork store and had close friends
in the tiny community. He had also ridden with the Mathews posse that
had killed Tunstall, and Brewer had his name on the warrant from Justice
Wilson.
Roberts was a tough scrapper, and not easily intimidated. Before
the others came out of the house, Frank Coe took him around to a side
porch and tried to persuade him to surrender, but he refused. Soon part
of the men appeared, and firing at once erupted. Charlie Bowdre put a
bullet into Roberts's groin, but the game little fighter, despite a bad arm,
worked his Winchester carbine with deadly effect. One bullet tore off
Mexico, ca. 1937; Gorgonio Wilson (son of Justice of the Peace Wilson), interview with
Edith Crawford, Roswell,New Mexico, 1938; and Carlota Baca Brent (daughter of Saturnino
Baca), interview with Francis E. Totty, December 6, 1937, all in WPA Files, Folder 212,
NMSRCA; Juan Peppin (son of George Peppin), interview with Maurice G. Fulton, Artesia,
New Mexico, ca. 1930, Mullin Collection, HHC. The conventional account has the Kid
running out to steal Brady's rifle. More plausibly, he risked this dash for the arrest warrant.
Frank Coe said that the Kid jumped the wall "and ran to get the papers from Brady."
Interview with J. Evetts Haley, San Patricio, New Mexico, March 20, 1927, HHC. Billy
probably failed in his mission, for Deputy Peppin served the warrant on McSween that
afternoon. Also in Brady's pocket was the writ of attachment on McSween's property,
issued by Judge Bristol. The original writ (Lincoln County, District Court, Civil Case No.
141, NMSRCA) bears a notation that it was retrieved from the body of Sheriff Brady.
Besides Bonney and French, the members of the death squad were Frank McNab, John
Middleton, Fred Waite, and Henry Brown. Rob Widenmann was also there-to feed Tunstall's dog, he later explained-and may have joined in the assassination. Thereafter, antiMcSween newspapers contemptuously called him "the dog-feeder."
14. Ealy and his wife Mary wrote several accounts of these experiences in the 1920s.
They are in the Ealy Papers, Special Collections, University of Arizona Library, Tucson
(hereafter UAL). Frank Coe said Corbet put French in the cellar under the kitchen of the
Tunstall store, next door, and spread a carpet over the trapdoor. Interview with J. Evetts
Haley, San Patricio, New Mexico, March 20, 1927, HHC.
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Dick Brewer.
Courtesy Special Collections,
University of Arizona Library.

Bowdre's gun belt, another hit Middleton in the chest, and still another
smashed the stock of George Coe's rifle and mangled his trigger finger.
As the Regulators backed off, Roberts struggled through a doorway,
dragged a mattress from a bed, and barricaded himself for defense.
Bonney had not been with the party that had first confronted Roberts.
Now, according to Frank Coe, "The Kid slipped in between the wall and
a wagon. Roberts took a shot at him, just shaved his arm. Kid backed
out as it was too hot there for him." Circling through a corral and down
the creek, Brewer posted himself behind a stack of logs about a hundred
yards from the doorway. Roberts glimpsed the puff of smoke from Brewer's first shot. When Brewer rose for a second shot, Roberts sent a bullet
through his brain. That cooled the ardor of the Regulators, and they
pulled out, leaving Roberts to linger painfully through the night before
dying. 15
15. The most direct testimony is by David M. Easton, an eyewitness, before the Dudley
court of inquiry on June 7, 1879, Dudley Court Record, NARS. His account agrees with
one in the Mesilla Valley Independent, April 13, 1878, and generally with the recollections
of Frank Coe, interview with J. Evetts Haley, San Patricio, New Mexico, March 20 and
August 14, 1927, HHC; and a comment by Coe, ca. 1927, on the version given in Walter
Noble Burns' Saga of Billy the Kid, Mullin Collection, HHC. Dr. Blazer's son, thirteen at the
·time and a witness, steadfastly maintained that firing broke out without any preliminary
conversation involving Coe, and that the Kid counted the shots from Roberts' rifle and
after the sixth rushed to the doorway and fired the shot that downed Roberts. Blazer said
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After Blazer's Mills, the Regulators lay low through April. The coldblooded assassination of Brady and Hindman, followed by the killing of
Roberts, alienated much of the public sympathy they had enjoyed. To
make matters worse, rumors circulated that they had been at Blazer's
Mills as part of a plot to ambL!sh Judge Bristol and District Attorney
Rynerson, en route from Mesilla to hold the April term of court in Lincoln.
The court then dealt a further blow. Although exonerating McSween of
embezzlement and generally favoring his cause, the grand jury indicted
Bonney, Middleton, and Henry Brown for the murder of Sheriff Brady,
and Bowdre for the murder of Roberts. 16
No sooner had court adjourned than hostilities resumed with fresh
vigor. McSween, now free of the embezzlement charge, returned to his
home in Lincoln and gathered about him a force of Regulators, including
Bonney and the others under indictment for murder. The new sheriff,
John Copeland, turned out to be a McSween partisan. He spent much
time with the gunmen in the McSween house but made no move to serve
the arrest warrants he carried in his pocket. A band of Dolan's friends,
about thirty stockmen from the lower Pecos under William H. Johnson,
decided to ride up to Lincoln and help Copeland arrest Bonney, Middleton, Brown, and Bowdre. On the way they encountered Frank McNab,
Brewer's successor as Regulator chief, Frank Coe, and Ab Saunders,
Cae's brother-in-law. In the ensuing shootout, McNab was killed, Saunders received.a mortal wound, and Coe fell captive.
Early the next morning, April 30, the Johnson gunmen approached
Lincoln. Part of them circled the town and took station in the Dolan store,
now closed in bankruptcy The rest spread out in the timber along the
river opposite the Isaac Ellis store on the eastern edge of town. The
Battle of Lincoln opened as George Coe fired from the roof of the Ellis
store and shattered the ankles of "Dutch Charlie" Kruling. The men in
the Dolan store rushed out and headed down the street toward Ellis'
that the Kid gave this version in words and pantomime at Blazer's Mills on the way to
Lincoln after his trial in Mesilla in 1881. See A. N. Blazer to Maurice G Fulton, Mescalero,
New Mexico, April 24, 1931, and August 27, 1937, Fulton Collection, Box 1, Folder 7, UAL;
and Paul A. Blazer [Dr Blazer's grandson], "The Fight at Blazer's Mill: A Chapter in the
Lincoln County War," Arizona and the West, 6 (Autumn 1964), 203-11. It should be noted
in this connection that Easton said that Roberts told him before dying that Bowdre had
shot him, and that Dr. Blazer was foreman of the grand jury that heard testimony and
indicted Bowdre for the murder of Roberts. Besides those named in the text, participating
Regulators were Doc Scurlock, Frank McNab, John Scroggins, "Dirty Steve" Stevens, Fred
Waite, Henry Brown, and Jim French. There is some question whether Frank Coe was a
member of the group or just happened to be there. See Mesilla Valley Independent, June
14,1879. Ignacio Gonzales and Sam Smith arrived with the Regulators, but did not stop.
16. Lincoln County, District Court Journal, 1875-1879, April 1878 term, pp. 264-91,
NMSRCA. For the charge that the Regulators planned to waylay Judge Bristol and party,
see Mesilla Valley Independent, April 13, 1878. The fear had enough substance for the
commanding officer at Fort Stanton to send a military escort to meet him.
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store, but McSween's fighters had posted themselves on other rooftops
and behind walls and laid down a hot fire. The attackers veered off to
the north, crossed the river, and soon united with their confederates
downstream. For four hours the two sides exchanged fire without damaging anyone. Early in the aftern'oon a detachment of black cavalry
arrived in response to a request from Sheriff Copeland. They intervened,
received the surrender of the Dolan forces, and escorted them to Fort
Stanton under arrest. 1 ?
Billy Bonney did not stand out among the defenders of Lincoln.
Presumably, he simply fired at the Dolanites from a rooftop. With Bowdre,
Middleton, and others,he then left Lincoln, thus escaping the welter of
arrests on both sides that followed. On the evening of May 2, the Kid
and his friends were in San Patricio, where McSween boughtdiriner for
them at Dow's store. Shortly after they left for the mountains, a military
patrol rode into town. and placed McSween under arrest. 18
No one remained in military custody for long, thanks to the confused
and baffling actions of Sheriff Copeland. By May 4 he had released all
of the Dolanites and shepherded the McSween people back to Lincoln,
where they too went free.
. With McNab dead, the Regulators elected their third captain, Josiah
G. (Doc) Scurlock. A stockman from the Ruidoso, Doc was a devoted
family man and a sensitive intellectual with some medical training in his
background. He was also a ruthless killer, as faithful as Bonney in his
devotion to the Regulators.19 He called together Bonney and about ten
of the usual crowd and, bolstered by an equal number of Hispanics
under Josefita Chaves, headed for the Pecos. He carried the warrants,
17. For newspaper accounts of the Battle of Lincoln, 'see [Santa Fe] Weekly New
Mexican, May 11,1878; "EI Gato" to Ed, Fort Stanton, May 10, 1878, ibid, June 1., 1878;
"Van" to Ed, Lincoln, May 3, 1878, Mesilla News, May 18, 1878; and "Outsider" to Ed.,
Fort Stanton, May 1, 1878, Mesilla Valley Independent, May 11, 1878 "Outsider," whose
account is the most reliable and objective, may have been Edgar A. Walz, brother-in-law
of Thomas B. Catron, who held the mortgage on the Dolan-Riley property and had just
foreclosed. He sent Walz to manage his property Military sources are: Dudley to AAAG,
DNM, Fort Stanton, May 4, 11, and 15, with enclosures (including Lieutenant Smith's
informative report of May 1) in File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS. Frank and George Coe left
detailed and graphic reminiscent accounts in interviews with J. Evetts Haley, HHC. Also,
George Coe gives an account in his Frontier Fighter: The Autobiography of George W.
Coe Who Fought and Rode with Billy the Kid as related to Nan Hillary Harrison (Boston:
Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1934). The Haley interviews are much more useful than the
book and are used here instead. The most recent edition of Frontier Fighter is a Lakeside
Classics issue for Christmas 1984, edited by Doyce B Nunis, Jr.
18.. Deposition of Lieutenant M. F. Goodwin, June 24, 1878, Angel Report. Goodwin
commanded the detail that arrested McSween in San Patricio, which he dates on May 6.
Military documents cited in n. 17, however, show that it was May 2.
19. A biographical sketch is Philip J. Rasch, Joseph E. Buckbee, and Karl K. Klein,
"Man of Many Parts," English Westerners, Brand Book, 5 (January 1963), 9-12.
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by now well worn, issued by Justice Wilson in February for the arrest of
Tunstall's killers.
On May 14 the Regulator force fell on the Dolan cow camp near
Seven Rivers. They drove off the herders, scattered the herd, and seized
twenty-five horses and two mules. They also captured the cook, known
simply as "Indian." He had been in the posse that killed Tunstall and
also figured in the slaying of McNab. Under the usual cloak of attempted
escape, the Regulators killed him, with the Kid and Chaves acting as
the executioners. 2o
After their May expedition, Scurlock, Bonney, and the other Regulators gathered again in Lincoln, where they operated out of McSween's
home, Early in June some of them swore depositions before Justice
Wilson for incorporation in the report of government investigator Frank
Warner Angel. The Kid's deposition, signed on June 8, dealt mostly with
the killing of Tunstall. It was in Rob Widenmann's hand and mirrored his
own deposition faithfully enough to suggest that Billy merely signed what
had been prepared for him.
With Dolan in Santa Fe and many of the principals in the conflict in
Mesilla for another session of district court, much of June was quiet. It
was the calm before the storm, for New Mexico Governor Samuel B.
Axtell had fired Copeland and appointed a new sheriff, George W. Peppin, who turned out to be as much Dolan's tool as Copeland had been
McSween's tool, On June 18 Peppin arrived in Lincoln accompanied by
Dolan and a small army of possemen. He also carried newly issued
federal warrants for Bonney and the other Regulators involved in the
Blazer's Mills fight, with the rationale for federal jurisdiction being that
Roberts had been killed on an Indian reservation. 21
20, For press accounts, see Mesilla News, June 1, 1878; Cimarron News and Press,
June 6, 1878; and [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, June 8, 1878, Military sources are
Dudley to AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, May 25, 1878, enclosing Riley to Dudley, May 17
and 19, and Copeland to Thornton, May 24, File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS Francisco
Trujillo, who was present, said Bonney and Chaves killed "Indian." Interview with Edith
Crawford, San Patricio, New Mexico, May 10, 1937, WPA Files, Folder 212, NMSRCA.
"Indian" is variously named in the sources and identified both as part Navajo and as part
Comanche Most likely, his name was Manuel Segovia, Sheriff Copeland denied giving
Scurlock and his men orders to seize the horses, and Colonel Dudley interpreted this to
mean that Scurlock was not a deputy, which is not what Copeland said, Sources also
designate Chaves a deputy. There seems little question that Copeland had deputized
Scurlock and Chaves, even though he did not instruct them to take the horses, Another
cover for the expedition was a probate court order to impound a horse belonging to the
estate of Buck Morton, former boss of the Dolan cow camp killed by the Regulators in
March, [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, June 1, 1878.
21, Mesilla News, June 15, 1878. "Scrope" to Ed" Fort Stanton, June 18, 1878, and
ibid, Lincoln, June 22, 1878, both in Mesilla News, June 29, 1878, "Scrope" was probably
Dolan himself. Andrew Boyle to Ira Bond, Lincoln, August 2, 1878, [Silver City] Grant
County Herald, August 24, 1878 (repeated from Mesilla News) Peppin to Dudley, Fort
Stanton, June 18, 1878 (noon); Goodwin to Post Adjutant Fort Stanton, June 19, 1878;
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With the odds changed dramatically, Scurlock and his men fled
Lincoln rather than face Peppin's guns. McSween accompanied them,
although no warrant stood against him. George Washington, Lincoln's
ubiquitous black handyman, went along as cook. Hiding in the mountains
behind San Patricio, they made the little village their headquarters and
took their meals there.
Peppin did not delay in moving against San Patricio. He commanded
not only Dolan with his coterie and some of the Pecos warriors, but a
band of eleven outlaws from the Rio Grande under the notorious John
Kinney. At daybreak on June 27 this gang, under Deputy John Long,
appeared in the San Patricio plaza. The fugitives were still in the hills,
but the posse scooped up George Washington, who promptly spilled
out everything he knew about the Regulators. Leaving Kinney and his
followers in town, Long took five men up the Ruidoso Valley to check
out Newcomb's ranch. While returning, they spied horsemen across the
river and, supposing them to be Kinney's party, turned in their direction.
A burst of gunfire at seventy-five yards greeted Long's force and dropped
two horses, including his own. The enemy wheeled and galloped into
the bordering hills.
Long had flushed the Regulators, eleven strong. In addition to Scurlock, Bonney, Bowdre, French, and the other familiar figures, the party
included McSween and the ex-sheriff Copeland, together with three
Hispanics. The firing brought Kinney at the gallop, so Scurlock and his
men scampered up a mountain and deployed for defense. Kinney tried
to take the position, but could not get close enough without dangerously
exposing his force. Long dispatched a courier for help, and Peppin sent
to Fort Stanton for a military posse. A company of black cavalrymen
reached the scene late in the afternoon, but the Regulators had pulled
out. The troopers followed the trail through the mountains until, early on
June 29, a messenger recalled them to Fort Stanton. 22
Dudley to AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, June 22, 1878, all in File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS.
Special Order 44, Hq. Fort Stanton, June 16 [sic., 18], 1878; Dudley to Axtell, Fort Stanton,
June 20, 1878, Exhibits 77-34 and 77-28, Dudley Court Record, NARS. The warrants
were transmitted to Peppin by U.S. Marshal John Sherman, Santa Fe, June 14, 1878
(Exhibit 77-33, Dudley Court Record), ordering the arrest of nine of the Regulators involved
in the Blazer's Mills fight and their appearance before U.S. district court in Mesilla. On
June 22, 1878, with none of the warrants having been served, the U.S. grand jury in Mesilla
indicted those named in the warrants, and Judge Bristol, sitting as federal judge, issued
alias warrants (that is, second warrants where the first had failed). U.S. District Court,
Third Judicial District, Record Book 1871-1879. Criminal Case 411, June 22, 1878, p.
687, Records of the District Court of the United States, Territory of New Mexico, RG 21
Denver Federal Records Center (hereafter DFRC).
22. [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, July 6,1878. Mesilla News, July 6,1878. "Julius"
[probably Dolan] to Ed., Lincoln, June 27, 1878, ibid. Andrew Boyle to Ed., Lincoln, August
2, 1878, [Silver City] Grant County Herald, August 24, 1878 (repeated from Mesilla News).
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Peppin tried again on July 3. Cleverly, he organized a posse of
fifteen Hispanics under Jose Chaves y Baca. McSween had won Hispanics to his standard, and Peppin intended to play the same game,
although at least one man hinted that he had been coerced into serving.
This time the Regulators were not in the hills, but posted on the
rooftops of San Patricio. Riding into the plaza at daybreak, the attackers
ran into a storm of bullets that drove them hastily back out of range,
with one man dragging a smashed arm. They sent for help, but by the
time Long arrived with Dolan, Kinney, and reinforcements, the fugitives
had flown. The posse followed, but four miles east of town they confronted Scurlock and his men deployed along the crest of a ridge. A
well-aimed volley from the heights downed two horses and sent the
pursuers hurrying back to San Patricio. There, ostensibly searching for
more Regulators, they ransacked the town and terrorized the inhabitants
so thoroughly that a delegation of twenty-seven women trekked to Fort
Stanton to appeal for military protection. 23
After the fight at San Patricio, the Regulators continued down the
Rio Hondo to Chisum's ranch. "We went down to visit Old John and to
rest on the Fourth," recalled George Coe. It was not a restful Independence Day. While the ranch hands prepared a big dinner, the Coes,
Bonney, and others rode over to Ash Upson's store to buy candy for
Chisum's niece. On the return a posse jumped them, and the two sides
exchanged shots in a running fight back to the ranch. The posse kept
the ranch buildings under long-range siege all day, but that night they
gave up and departed. 24
Once more the odds shifted to the McSween side. The recall of the
posse of soldiers from the Regulator trail on June 29 marked an abrupt
change in military policy. Congress had imposed a ban on all military
aid to civil authorities in enforcing the law. Suddenly, Peppin could no
Dudley to AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, June 29, 1878, with enclosure, affidavit of George

W. Peppin, June 27, 1878; and Captain Henry Carroll to Post Adjutant Fort Stanton, July
1, 1878, File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS. Special Order 48, Fort Stanton, June 27, 1878;
Dudley to Carroll, Fort Stanton, June 27, 1878 (midnight); Special Order 49, Fort Stanton,
June 28, 1878, Exhibits 77-43, 77-44, 78-2, Dudley Ccurt Record, NARS. Fort Stanton
Post Returns, June 1878, NARS, M617, Reel 1218. Francisco Trujillo, interview with Edith
Crawford, May 10,1937, WPA Files, Folder 212, NMSRCA.
23. Mesilla News, July 13, 1878. Andrew Boyle to Ed, Lincoln, August 2, 1878, [Silver
City] Grant County Herald, August 24, 1878 (repeated from Mesilla News). George Cce,
interview with J. Evetts Haley, Glencoe, New Mexico, March 20, 1927, HHC Dudley to
AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, July 6, 1878, with enclosures, File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS.
Petition to Dudley, July 4,1878, Exhibit 51, Dudley Court Record, NARS. Captain Thomas
Blair to Dudley, Fort Stanton, July 12, 1878, Fulton Ccllection, Box 11, Folder 7, UAL. This
is the original of Blair's lengthy report of his investigation of the posse's excesses at San
Patricio.
24. [Santa Fe] Weekly New Mexican, July 27, 1878. George Cce, interviews with J
Evetts Haley, Glencoe, New Mexico, March 20,1927, and Ruidoso, June 12,1939, HHC
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Lincoln, New Mexico, ca. 1900. Courtesy Special Collections, University of
Arizona Library.

longer look to Fort Stanton for help. Resolved on a showdown, the Regulators hastened back to Lincoln, gathering strength along the way. On
July 14, more than sixty strong, they reoccupied the town. With the arrival
of some thirty to forty Peppin possemen-Dolan henchmen, Pecos warriors, Kinney's outlaws, and even bandit chief Jesse Evans-the stage
was set for the so-called Five-Day Battle. 25
McSween's forces enjoyed the advantage not only of strength but
of position. Part of the men held the Ellis store on the eastern edge of
town, part the Montano store in the center of town, and the balance the
Tunstall store and McSween house near the western edge of town. The
Peppin forces, based in Sam Wortley's hotel just west of the McSween
house, could do little but snipe from cover at these positions. Any attempt
to seize them would cost heavy casualties.
Billy Bonney joined McSween and his wife Susan in their home, one
among fourteen gunmen who held this position. Hispanics recently recruited to the cause composed most of the force. Besides Bonney, only
two were hardcore Regulators, Jim French and Tom O'Folliard, a young
fellow who had come up from Texas in June and formed a worshipful
friendship with the Kid. Through the rising tension and sporadic gunfire
25. Sources for the events of July 15~ 19 are voluminous and contradictory. The richest
is the Dudley Court Record, NARS. The best synthesis is Philip J Rasch, "Five Days of
Battle," Denver Westerners, Brand Book 11 (1955), 295~323
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of the next five days, McSween grew more and more despondent. By
the last day, as Susan remembered, "The Kid was lively and McSween
was sad. McSween sat with his head down, and the Kid shook him and
told him to get Up."26
The Regulators made two tactical errors that were to have fatal
consequences. On July 16 the men in the McSween house spied a
horseman coming from the west, with the setting sun at his back. They
fired, and his horse, taking fright, threw him. Remounting, the rider galloped to the safety of the Wortley Hotel. The man turned out to be a
trooper from Fort Stanton bringing Peppin word that he could not have
the cannon he had asked for.
Next day, some officers came to town to investigate this incident.
Told that a posseman lay badly wounded within range of the Montano
store, the surgeon and another officer went to give succor, Gunfire from
the store sent bullets singing over their heads. They brought back the
man, who later died, but the spectacle of McSween riflemen firing at
U,S. soldiers did nothing to endear his cause to the military authorities. 27
These events, coupled with continuing appeals for military help from
Lincoln citizens, tipped the balance at Fort Stanton. Lieutenant Colonel
Nathan A M, Dudley and his officers reasoned that, while they could
not aid Peppin as they wanted, no one could object to their presence
in Lincoln for the purely humanitarian purpose of protecting women and
children. On the morning of July 19, they marched into Lincoln with
thirty-five soldiers, let everyone know why they had come, and served,
notice that any bullets flying their way would earn serious consequences
for the people who fired them. 28
Dudley's presence in Lincoln threw the advantage back to Peppin.
It caused the McSween forces to evacuate the Montano and Ellis stores
and withdraw to the north side of the Rio Bonito, where they could not
influence events in town. It thus left the defenders of the McSween house
and Tunstall store to shift for themselves, and it emboldened Peppin's
men to close in for the kill. Despite the vigorous appeals of Susan
McSween, Dudley high-mindedly refused to intervene to save her beleaguered husband and his protectors. Early in the afternoon, the posse
succeeded in firing the house, and by dark the occupants had to risk
26, Susan E, Barber, interview with J, Evetts Haley, White Oaks, New Mexico, August
16, 1927, HHC. In addition to those named above, the defenders were Harvey Morris (a
luckless young Kansan reading law in McSween's office), Joseph Smith, Thomas Cullins,
George Bowers, Jose Chaves y Chaves, Yginio Salazar, Ignacio Gonzales, Vicente Romero, Francisco Zamora, and Jose Marfa Sanchez.
27. Dudley to AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, July 18, 1878, enclosing proceedings of a
board of officers to investigate the firing on the soldier, July 17, File 1405, AGO, 1878,
NARS,
28, The bulk of the testimony and exhibits in the Dudley Court Record treat this
matter.
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the dash for safety. The Kid, O'Folliard, French, and others made it.
McSween did not. As two lay dead or dying in the rubble of his home,
"the big killing," as one participant called it, cut down the lawyer and'
three others in his backyard.
McSween's death, removing one of the two principal adversaries,
ended the first stage of the Lincoln County War and opened the second.
Now, however, it could hardly be termed war, for no longer did two
forces contend for victory. Instead, the Regulators and Peppin's posse
fragmented and scattered over the county to plunder and, when necessary, kill and destroy. With the army neutralized and Peppin afraid to
venture beyond sight of Fort Stanton, desperadoes rushed from elsewhere to take advantage of the absence of any authority to uphold law
and order. Citizens cowered in their homes or abandoned them altogether.
The last action in which the Regulators engaged as a body took
place at the Indian agency on August 5. Their motives are obscure. One
report had them traveling en route to recover stolen stock. The agent,
Frederick C. Godfroy, felt certain that they meant to kill him. Frank Coe
explained, unconvincingly, that they wanted to visit the grave of Dick
Brewer, who had been buried at the agency after the Blazer's Mills fight
of April 4. Most likely, they went to steal ponies belonging to the Indians.
Approaching the agency, the Kid and others of the Anglo contingent
paused to drink from a spring. The Hispanics continued and soon encountered a party of Indians. Firing broke out. Beyond, Godfroy and his
clerk, Morris Bernstein, were issuing rations to some Indian women.
Bernstein hastily mounted and galloped out to investigate. He promptly
got caught up in the gun battle and was shot down by Atanacio Martfnez,
the Lincoln constable who had occasionally ridden with the Regulators
since the first hostilities in February. Godfroy and a few soldiers who
happened to be at the agency sprang to the defense. The confused
firing that followed killed the Kid's horse, and he escaped injury only by
mounting behind George Coe and galloping across an open glade under
heavy fire. The Anglo group circled the agency to the corral and made
off with all the horses and mules. Godfroy found Bernstein's body lying
face down, with four bullet holes in it. His pockets had been emptied
and his rifle and pistol taken. 29
29. The best sources for this affair are military records: Dudley to AAAG, DNM, Fort
Stanton, August 3,6, 7,8, and 10, 1878, with enclosures, File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS.
A rich source, enclosure to Dudley's of August 10, is a lengthy report of an investigation
by Captain Thomas Blair which includes the accounts of Frederick Godfroy, Dr. Blazer,
and Interpreter Jose Carrillo. See also Mesilla Valley Independent, August 15, 1878; and
Cimarron News and Press, September 19, 1878. The Caes gave especially good reminiscent accounts: George Cae, inteNiew with J. Evetts Haley, Glencoe, New Mexico, March
20,1927; and Frank Cae, ibid, San Patricio, New Mexico, August 14,1927, both in HHC
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The theft of government stock gave Colonel Dudley the excuse to
put a detachment of troopers on the trail of the culprits, but they scattered
and easily escaped. For the next few months the Kid, with the faithful
O'Folliard at his side, bounced back and forth between Fort Sumner and
Lincoln. Others among the Regulators did the same, although Waite,
Middleton, and Brown left New Mexico for good. On September 6 the
Kid and others stole fifteen horses from Charles Fritz's ranch, east of
Lincoln, and added them to a herd that they eventually disposed of in
the Texas panhandle 30
Billy Bonney, increasingly the open outlaw rather than the defender
of a cause claiming a semblance of legality, added his full measure to
the disorders that afflicted Lincoln County throughout the last half of
1878, but others more than matched his contribution. The Kinney and
Evans gangs had their fling, as did the Pecos warriors, and between
them and the roving squads of Regulators the explosive bitterness of
the Dolan-McSween feud persisted. But the most vicious scourge of the
county had nothing to do with old rivalries. This was John Selman's
"Wrestlers"-a term of obscure origin doubtless corrupted from "rustler."
Like the others, they stole; but unlike the others, they killed, senselessly
and indiscriminately and with no apparent motive, and they brutally
raped women who fell into their toils 31
With the onset of winter, the violence began to subside. The explanation lay in vigorous new measures that put the army back in the field.
Frank Angel's investigation had led to the dismissal of Governor Axtell.
The new governor, Lew Wallace, obtained a presidential proclamation
declaring Lincoln County in a state of insurrection, which again placed
the Fort Stanton garrison at the service of civil officers. Wallace then
issued his own proclamation -prematurely, as it turned out-announcing the restoration of order32
30. For the whereabouts at the Kid and other prominent Regulators, see Dudley to
AAAG, DNM, August 31, September 7 and 28, 1878, with enclosures, File 1405, AGO,
1878, NARS; diary of Sallie Chisum, Chaves County Historical Society, Roswell, New
Mexico, excerpts provided by Harwood P. Hinton; George Cae, interview with J. Evetts
Haley, Glencoe, New Mexico, March 20, 1927, HHC; and Henry F. Hoyt, A Frontier Doctor
(Boston Houghton Mifflin Company, 1929), 91-94. These sources generally support the
sequence traced in the usually unreliable Pat F. Garrett, The Authentic Life of Billy, The
Kid (Santa Fe New Mexican Printing and Publishing, 1882), 77-83 There have been
many editions of this work, ghosted by Ash Upson. The author used the University of
Oklahoma Press edition of 1954, which went into a twelfth printing in 1980, and contains
ar:l introduction by J C. Dykes.
31. DUdley to AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, September 28, 29 (2), and October 3, 1878,
with enclosures, File 1405, AGO, 1878, NARS. Frank Cae, interview with J Evetts Haley,
San' Patricio, New Mexico, August 14, 1927, HHC For a biography of John Selman, see
Leon Claire Metz, John Selman: Texas Gunfighter (New York: Hastings House, 1966).
32. Proclamation of November 13, 1878, Executive Record Book No.2, 1867-1882,
pp. 356-58, Territorial Archives of New Mexico (hereafter TANM), Reel 21, Frame 505,
NMSRCA It was printed in the territorial press; for an example, see Mesilla Valley Inde-
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Wallace's proclamation formed the backdrop for an episode that
would gain Billy the Kid national attention and contribute significantly
toward his rise into folklore. Hoping to hasten the return of peace, Wallace
inserted into his proclamation a measure of dubious wisdom and legality-an amnesty that in effect decriminalized all crimes committed in
Lincoln County since the onset of the war. The amnesty cleared away
the legal cloud that hung over many of the participants in the war and
invited the return of men whom ttw county could well have done without.
But it failed to free Billy Bonney, for it did not apply to offenders already
indicted by a grand jury. An indictment stood against the Kid in territorial
court f9r the murder of Sheriff Brady, and another in federal court for
the murder of Buckshot Roberts.
On February 18, 1879, exactly one year after Tunstall's death, an
incident occurred in Lincoln that positioned Billy Bonney to do something
about the murder charges against him .. For two months the animosities
of the Dolan-McSween feud had been rekindled among the citizens by
the almost hysterical agitation of Huston I. Chapman, a noisy and verbose one-armed lawyer imported by Susan McSween to help her wind
up the McSween and Tunstall estates. Perhaps not unrelated to the return
of partisan passions, ~ome of the leaders in the old fight gathered in
Lincoln on February 18 to conclude a formal pact of peace. Among them
were Dolan and Mathews, Jesse Evans and one of his particularly vicious
desperadoes, Billy Campbell, Bonney, and Tom O'Folliard.
Once their purpose had been concluded, these men and a few
others staged a boozy celebration. Staggering down Lincoln's street,
they confronted Huston Chapman and began to taunt him. Never one
to suffer insult, Chapman replied insolently, Campbell shoved a pistol
against the lawyer's 'chest. Dolan, immediately behind Campbell, drew
his pistol and drunkenly fired it into the ground, which prompted Campbell to pull the trigger. Chapman fell to the ground dead, with his clothes
set afire by the powder flash 33
Although:>imply a drunken accident,Chapman's murder ignited
pendent, November 23, 1878.
33. Mesilla News, March 1, 1879. Las Vegas Gazette, March 1, 1879. Las Cruces
Thirty-Four, March 6 , 19, April 9, 1879. Mesilla Valley Independent, March 1, 22, 1879.
Dudley to AAAG, DNM, Fort Stanton, February 19, 1879, with enclosures, File 1405, AGO,
1878, NARS. The most detailed and authoritative evidence is a newspaper account of the
testimony of participants and witnesses in Judge Bristol's court in Mesilla in July 1879.
Mesilla Valley Independent, July 5, 1879. Some accounts say Huston Chapman's body
was drenched with whiskey and set afire. It is more likely, as the witnesses last cited
agreed, that the pistol shot ignited his clothing. A reminiscent account by an eyewitness
is Edgar A. Walz, "Retrospective," October 1931, Museum of New Mexico Library, Santa
Fe. Walz was Thomas B. Catron's brother-in-law and agent in Lincoln. For a synthesis of
the evidence, see Philip J. Rasch, "The Murder of Huston I. Chapman," Los Angeles
Westerners, Brand Book, 8 (1959), 69-82.
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Governor Lew Wallace, as he appeared in an 1886 engraving in Harper's
Weekly Magazine. Courtesy Museum of New Mexico.
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such a burst of public excitement and fear that Governor Wallace could
no longer delay a personal effort to end the travails of Lincoln County.
Accompanied by Colonel Edward Hatch, military commander in New
Mexico, he set forth from Santa Fe early in March. As a first move, he
persuaded Hatch to remove Colonel Dudley from the command of Fort
Stanton. Then he turned to others he regarded as prime troublemakers.
Many of these, however, enjoyed the immunity granted byWallace's own
amnesty proclamation and thus were beyond his reach. Possibly not
beyond reach were Chapman's murderers, including Jesse Evans and
Jimmy Dolan himself. As the governor had observed, all he needed was
"a few rugged examples. "34
Wallace also needed a witness who would testify in court and identify the murderers. Bonney swiftly perceived the possibility of a bargainhis testimony in exchange for immunity from the charges against him.
On March 13 Billy made the first move, suggesting in a letter to the
governor the connection between the Chapman murder and the indictments pending against him. Wallace responded eagerly, and an exchange of messages led to a dramatic secret meeting in JusticeWilson's
rude jacal next to the courthouse. And it led finally, on March 21, to the
staged "capture" of the Kid and O'Folliard by the new sheriff, George
Kimbal1. 35
Wallace accorded his prisoner preferred treatment, confining him
under guard in a private home rather than in the cellar jail. He'also
visited him on at least one occasion, when Bonney poured out q'long
and useful narrative of outlaw personalities and activities 36 Thcit the
patrician governor looked upon his lowly conspirator with condescension, however, may be inferred from a report to Interior Secretary Carl
Schurz. "A precious specimen nick-named 'The Kid,'" he wrote, "whom
the Sheriff is holding here in the Plaza, ... is an object of tender regard.
I heard singing and music the other night; going to the door, I found the
minstrels of the village actually serenading the fellow in his prison. "37
The governor might also have reflected on how much the incident revealed about the stature that his "precious specimen" had already att<;iined in the eyes of many citizens, principally Hispanics.
Wallace had made Billy some sweeping promises. In one of his
34. Telegram, Lew Wallace to Carl Schurz, Santa Fe, October 5, 1879, Lew Wallace
Papers, Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis.
35. Except for Bonney's opening letter, a photocopy of which is displayed at the
state monument in Lincoln, the letters are in the Wallace Papers. For this story, see Philip
J. Rasch, "The Governor Meets the Kid," English Westerners, Brand Book, 8 (April 1966),
5-12.
36. Notes by Wallace of his meeting with the Kid, March 29, 1879, Wallace Papers.
37. Wallace to Schurz, Lincoln, March 31, 1879, Wallace Papers.
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letters to him, he said that he had authority to exempt him from prosecution, and in the meeting, according to an account many years later,
he held up the prospect of a pardon for all past offenses 38 The Kid kept
his part of the bargain, for at the April term of court in Lincoln the grand
jury listened to his testimony, and then indicted Campbell and Dolan for
murder and Evans and Mathews as accessories. But the governor did
not control District Attorney Rynerson, who was as always solicitous of
his friend Dolan. "He is bent on going for the Kid," a Wallace associate
wrote, and "bent on pushing him to the wall." Rynerson obtained a
change of venue to Mesilla, where jurors would be less friendly, and
Judge Bristol scheduled the case for later trial. 39
.
Bonney's case was but one of an utter chaos of cases that Judge
Bristol and his court grappled with in Lincoln during April 1879. The
grand jury indicted more than fifty men, some for several offenses. Most
pleaded Wallace's amnesty, simply rode out of the county, or ultimately
went free because prosecutors declined to prosecute. Although shock
waves rolled over the county for years afterward, the April 1879 term of
court may be taken as the end of the Lincoln County War.
It also ended William H. Bonney's brief fling at respectability. Whatever the governor's intent, he failed to keep his promise, and Billy needed
no one to spell out his probable fate at the hands of Rynerson and
Bristol. After testifying at the army court of inquiry that investigated Colonel Dudley's role in the Five-Day Battle, the Kid simply rode out of Lincoln,
probably with the full knowledge of Sheriff Kimball. From this point on,
he turned to more or less open outlawry. He made several attempts to
persuade the governor to help. But Wallace, doubtless rationalizing that
the Kid's return to criminal life dissolved any lingering obligation, responded by posting·a reward of five hundred dollars for his capture.
Billy the Kid's subsequent adventures as an outlaw chief, and his
relentless pursuit by the tireless Sheriff Pat Garrett, form a sequel to the
Lincoln County War. Caught, he finally had to face Rynerson and Bristol
in trial for Brady's murder. Convicted, he heard the judge pronounce
the death sentence. On April 30, 1881, Governor Wallace signed the
death warrant 40 Ironically, two days earlier the Kid had succeeded in
his spectacular escape from imprisonment in Lincoln County's newly
acquired courthouse-none other than the old Murphy-Dolan store. On

38 Indianapolis World, June 8, 1902.
39. Ira E. Leonard to Wallace, Lincoln, April 28, 1878, Wallace Papers. For court
actions, see Lincoln County, District Court Journal, 1875-1879, April 1879 term, pp. 296387, NMSRCA Mesilla Valley Independent, May 10, 1879.
40. Both the warrant and the five hundred dollar reward, with the latter offered on
December 13,1880, are recorded in Executive Record Book No. 2,1867-1882, pp. 50708 and 473, TANM, Reel 21, Frames 581 and 565, NMSRCA
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The old Murphy-Dolan store was acquired by Lincoln County fora
courthouse. Billy the Kid made a daring escape from this building on April 28,
1881. Courtesy Museum of New Mexico.

a hot July night three months later, Pat Garrett's shots in the dark ended
the brief career of Billy the Kid. 41
The ascent into legend began almost at once, set off by dime novels
and the publication of Pat Garrett's Authentic Life of Billy the Kid. The
legend took on new life and new dimensions in 1926, with the appearance of the enormously influential book by Walter Noble Burns, The Saga
of Billy the Kid. While pretending to historical accuracy, it contained
hardly a hint of fact. A constant stream of books and magazines, fortified
by movies and television, ensured that Billy the Kid, in legend if not in
historical truth, would live forever in the world's imagination.
In legend two Billies have struggled for dominance-the psychotic
killer, boasting a murder for each of his twenty-one years, and the likable
and upright youth marked by great potential for good but driven to crime
by the forces of evil. Although neither persona captures reality, suggestions of both may be found in the Billy Bonney of 1877 to 1881.
The killer image springs chiefly from the two-year period following
the Lincoln County War, roughly from the summer of 1879 to the summer
of 1881. In his twenty-one years, he never came close to twenty-one
killings; and during these last two years of his life, only three killings are
41. For these events see Leon C. Metz, Pat Garrett: The Story of a Western Lawman
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1974), 25-87; and Philip J. Rasch, "The Hunting
of Billy, the Kid," English Westerners, Brand Book, 2 (January 1969),1-10.
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certain and a fourth possible. But his reputation as an immensely talented outlaw chieftain dates from this time, and the legend draws heavily
upon the many postwar adventures. Had the Kid perished with McSween
on July 19, 1878, his place in history and folklore would loom no larger
than that of Doc Scurlock, Jim French, or John Middleton.
And such, in fact, is the Kid's true significance in the Lincoln County
War-the same as that of Scurlock, French, Middleton, and the other
Regulators who rode to the banner of Alexander McSween. In like measure was he an outlaw, which is to say that sometimes he stole and
even killed. But he and his companions rationalized that they committed
such deeds in a sincere attempt to restore a law that had been corrupted
by evil men, and the warrants and commissions from the justice of the
peace, however legally deficient, gave tangible support to their conviction. Like his fellows, too, the Kid toyed with vague notions of settling
down to honest labor. Tunstall's death prevented him from teaming up
with Fred Waite to farm on the Penasco, and he told Governor Wallace
that he wanted "to lay aside my arms and go to work." His easy ways
and engaging personality contradicted the image of vicious killer and
made him a favorite with his friends. Hispanics idolized him.
Thus the Lincoln County War made its contribution to Billy the Kid.
For the Kid of legend, it provided a setting for feats of prowess and
adventure and acts expressive of character that would be endlessly
chronicled with creative hyperbole. For the Kid of history, it provided the
influences that shaped his personality from adolescence to manhood.
By July 1878, his values closely resembled those of the other Regulators,
ambiguously reflecting both the noble and ignoble, and sanctioning a
future either for good or for bad. Some of the Regulators turned toward
good. The Kid turned the other way.
As for Billy the Kid's contribution to the Lincoln County War, it was
the same as that of the other Regulators, no more and no less. Had he
never found his way to Lincoln County, the course of the war would
almost certainly have remained essentially as history has recorded it.

A Note on Billy the Kid Artifacts
WILLIAM E. TYDEMAN

Collections rarely grow with the precision curators would like. Boundaries
blur and the collecting scope often exceeds original limits. Libraries
often accept realia and museums, upon occasion, accession manuscripts. Usually these materials beara relationship to the more conventional collections, but over the years an interesting assortment of good
items accumulate. In the Special Collections Department of the General
Library of the University of New Mexico are such curiosities as the walking cane of President Franklin Pierce, handcuffs used on the Bell Ranch,
and the spurs and knife of one William H. Bonney. These particular
artifacts were all part of a larger manuscript collection given to the library
in 1939 by Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Otero, Jr.
Otero was a great collector and, of course, a serious student of the
legend of Billy the Kid. In The Real Billy The Kid Otero states, "In Santa
Fe, we were allowed to visit The Kid in jail, taking him cigarette papers,
tobacco, chewing gum, candy, pies and nuts. He was very fond of
sweets and asked us to bring him all we could. The Kid's general appearance was the same as most boys of his age. I was just one month
older than Billy. I liked The Kid very much, and long before we even
reached Santa Fe, nothing would have pleased me more than to have
William E. Tydeman is director of the Special Collections department of the University
of New Mexico Library.
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The Billy the Kid knife. Photo by Richard Pelletier.
Courtesy Special Collections, University of New Mexico.

The Billy the Kid spurs. Photo by Richard Pelletier.
Courtesy Special Collections, University of New MexicQ.
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witnessed his escape. "1 But Otero says nothing about a gift from the
Kid. The 1939 note accompanying the two brass spurs (containing rowels of 20 barbs and manufactured by Oakes) bears the following inscription: "The spurs were given to Gov. Miguel Otero by William H.
Bonney in the Old Santa Fe Jail, Dec. 30, 1880.... "2
The knife has a different history. It is a bone-handled knife twelve
and one quarter inches long and made by G. Wostenholm and Son of
the Washington Works, Sheffield, England. The cryptic letters TX *1 appear near the hilt. The original tag which accompanied the knife states
in what appears to be Otero's handwriting: "Billy The Kid lost this knife
in a horse bet to Chavez y Chavez, famous bandit of the Silva gang of
outlaws. When Chavez was captured in 1895, Rafael Lucero, a mounted
policeman, got the knife. The knife was secured from Rafael Lucero of
EI Pino, New Mexico. "3
Providing proper exhibition security for these artifacts has been a
difficult problem. Visitors come from long distances wanting to examine
the pieces. Letters arrive. "Do you still have them?" "Can I see them?
How much are they worth?" In the last year the library has begun to
explore a loan agreement with the Lincoln County Heritage Trust of
Lincoln, New Mexico. If the difficult questions of transfer, insurance,
security and commercial use can be settled, the Kid's spurs and knife
may have a secure museum environment where they may be enjoyed
by a wide audience. As a result we may finally have an answer to the
question that pervades the entire transaction and is asked by every
correspondent and visitor. How much are they really worth?
\'
":

1. Miguel Antonio Otero, The Real Billy The Kid: With New Light on the Lincoln County
War (New York: Rufus Rockwell Wilson, 1936), 178.
2. Museum Catalog Record, catalog no..25, accession no. 3, August 18, 1966, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
3. Museum Catalog Record, catalog no. 21, accession no. 3, August 18, 1966, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
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Charles C. Perry presented this photograph of himself to Annie Ballard on
February 19, 1891. Courtesy Morgan Nelson and William Gibbs, Roswell, New
Mexico.

Lawman in Disgrace:
Sheriff Charles C. Perry
of Chaves County, New Mexico
LARRY D. BALL

.'

,.

As American pioneers established new communities in the late 1800s,
law enforcement became one of their first concerns. While the settlers
desired the best man for the job, undesirable persons sometimes acquired peace officers' positions. Such events could occur, since the best
qualified men often refused such posts. Men trekked westward in search
of prosperity, not the uncertain income and humble social status of a
peace officer. The job also brought the officer into constant association
with the "tough" element, which flourished on the frontier. Nor could the
inconsistencies and ambiguities of human nature be accounted for in
the frontier peace officer as he endured the stresses of a sometimes
violent life. Many of these forces came to bear upon Charles C Perry,
Sheriff of Chaves County, New Mexico, in 1895-1896. A veteran law
officer, Perry stood at the peak of popularity when he became sheriff.
Journalists favorably compared his exploits with New Mexico's most
famous lawman, Patrick Floyd Garrett, under whom Perry had served.
Eastern tabloids exaggerated Perry's exploits in dime novel fashion, and
it appeared that a new frontier hero was in the making.
Charles Perry grew to manhood in the midst of violent events. Born
in Texas in 1855, he settled in Lincoln County, New Mexico, possibly in
the late 18708, with relatives, the Charles J. Ballard family. The Lincoln
Larry D. Ball is professor of history in Arkansas State University and the author of The
United States Marshals of New Mexico and Arizona Territories, 1846-1912 (1978).
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County War was then underway, and although Perry did not participate,
he reportedly served in Sheriff Pat Garrett's posse that arrested or killed
the members of the Billy the Kid band in 1880. Garrett eventually settled
on a ranch that adjoined the Ballards and the two families became fast
friends. A photograph taken about 1887 near Roswell shows Perry sitting
next to the famous lawman. 1
Soon after settling in western New Mexico, Perry married and went
into the employ of the Lyons and Campbell Cattle Company. The robbery
of a Southern Pacific passenger train in neighboring Grant County on
November 24, 1883, changed Perry's future. Two of the bandits, Christopher (Kit) Joy and A. M. (Mitch) Lee, fled northward onto the Lyons
and Campbell range. Perry and Deputy Sheriff Jack Best trailed the
outlaws to near Horse Springs and surprised and captured the outlaws.
They lodged them in the Socorro jail on January 21, 1884. Best and
Perry divided a reward for this exploit, although the amount is uncertain. 2
Such manhunting abilities were soon recognized. Perry returned to
Lincoln County, where he served as a deputy sheriff, deputy United
States marshal, and, in 1893, town marshal of Roswell. When the eastern
portion of Lincoln County became Chaves County in January 1891, Perry
entered the office of Sheriff Campbell C. Fountain. He may have continued concurrently as a deputy sheriff in Lincoln County. Whatever his
positions, Perry continued the life of violence to which he was growing
accustomed. He participated in arrests that led to the deaths of three
fugitives in 1889 and 1890. When one of these fugitives dared Perry to
try to arrest him, the deputy informed a friend: "If I don't arrest him I
might as well give up my badge and quit."The citizens of Chaves County
declared that Perry "knew no fear."3
In November 1894, the veteran officer stood successfully for sheriff
of Chaves County on the Democratic ticket. His relatives, the Allen J.
1. For some description of Perry, see [Santa Fe] Daily New Mexican, February 14,
1895; James D. Shinkle, Reminiscences of Roswell Pioneers (Roswell, New Mexico: HallPoorbaugh Press, 1966),227; Elvis E. Fleming and Minor S. Huffman, eds., Roundup on
the Pecos (Roswell: Chaves County Historical Society, 1978), 128-31 and photo on p. 6;
Jeff Burton, Dynamite and Six-Shooter (Santa Fe: Palomino Press, 1970), 25-28, 194n,
says Perry's Christian name was Christopher Columbus. New York Herald, January 27,
1895, carried the story that Perry served in Garrett's posse.
2. Philip J. Rasch, "The Life and Death of Kit Joy-The Train Robber and Joel A
Fowler 'The Human Hyena.'" Brand Book of the Denver Westerners, 21 (1965), 27-51;
Silver City Enterprise, November 30, December 28, 1883, January 4, 18, 25, February 15,
1884; the court case surrounding the reward is contained in Southern Pacific Railroad v.
Harvey H. Whitehill, New Mexico Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
3. Philip J. Rasch, "Half Told Tales: Charles C. Perry and John B. Legg," English
Westerners' Brand Book, 13 (April 1971), 8-10; Roswell Register, February 13, 1908,
obituary of Mrs. Charles C. Perry; George Curry, George Curry, 1861-1947: An Autobiography, ed. H. B. Hening (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1958), 64-79, 94;
interview, Crede Larrimore, tape 186, pp. 6-9, New Mexico Pioneers Foundation, Inc.,
University of New Mexico Library, Albuquerque.
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Ballards, supported his candidacy. As chief executive officer of the county,
the sheriff performed many duties: servant of the court, peace officer,
jailor, and tax collector. He appointed deputies and, if needed, summoned the posse comitatus (power of the county). As another veteran
lawman, George Curry, remarked, the people of eastern New Mexico
regarded the shrievalty to be "the most important county office."4
The new sheriff deserved the confidence of his constituents. On
January 12, 1895, he participated in the capture of William Tuttle (Bill)
Cook, a notorious Indian Territory train robber. Perry performed this exploit in the capacity of deputy United States marshal, and telegraphed
his superior, United States Marshal Edward L. Hall, in Santa Fe: "Captured Bill Cook, of Oklahoma Territory, this morning .... " A few weeks
later, the Chaves County lawman arrested James B. Turner, a partner of
Cook. The Santa Fe Daily New Mexican applauded Perry's exploits. "No
arrest inthe southwest," wrote the journalist, "since the days of Billy the
Kid and Kit Joy has stirred up as much interest as the capture of Bill
Cook. , .. " An Albuquerque dispatch to the New York Sun characterized
this popular lawman as "one of the most fearless officers in New Mexico,"
while a Fort Smith, Arkansas, newspaperman remarked that Perry possessed "a record that proves his ability to cope with the desperate
class."s
" "
Such exploits soon attracted the pens of sensationalists, and Sheriff
Perry became a subject for fanciful subliterature. The New York Journal
confused the facts at the outset by calling the New Mexico peace officer
Ed Perry:
A few years ago there appeared in Oklahoma [sic] a short man,
spare of figure though very broad of shoulders, with a keen razorlike face and light blue eyes, which when he was engaged in peaceful conversation round the stove of the corner grocery, were as mild
as an antelope's but when roused by anger or to action, flashed
like the rays of a revolving light.
This writer added that Perry "carries his revolver in front of his belt instead
of behind, so that by a quick muscular movement of the stomach he
can toss the pistol into his hand before his adversary has time to draw
on him." When the Daily New Mexican read this piece of journalistic
imagination, the editor could only note the many errors and quip, "Here's
A Laugh [!]"6
4. Shinkle, Reminiscences of Roswell Pioneers, 227-28. Perry's deputies included J

L, Ballard, J. I. Hinkle, and S. P. Painter. [Santa Fe] Daily New Mexican, November 22,
1895; Curry, Autobiography, 69.
5. Telegram, Perry to Hall, 12 January 1895, reprinted in [Santa Fe] Daily New Mexican, January 12, 1895; New York Sun, January 15, 1895,
6. New York Journal, reprinted in, [Santa Fe] Daily New Mexican, February 14, 1895.
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In this 1887 photograph taken at the head of Spring River, Lincoln County,
New Mexico, Pat Garrett is seated at far left and Charles Perry second from
the left. Charlie Ballard is standing in the foreground leaning against his
horse. Courtesy Special Collections, University of Arizona Library.

This sudden popularity encouraged a comparison of Perry's manhunting achievements with the ranking frontier detective, Pat Garrett.
Although Garrett had not held a law enforcement post in New Mexico
(aside from occasional deputyships) since 1882, his reputation remained widespread. On January 13, 1895, the day after Perry arrested
Bill Cook, an Albuquerque writer declared that the captor was "a companion of Sheriff Pat Garrett" and that the latter had given Perry "many
a lesson" in manhunting. Another reporter described the Chaves County
officer as "Garrett's lieutenant" in the pursuit of Billy the Kid. When Sheriff
Garrett "summoned a posse," continued this journalist, "the first man to
respond was C. C. Perry." When the senior lawman retired in 1882, "the
people came to look upon Perry as his natural successor, "7
The two peace officers soon found an opportunity to combine their
talents. In February 1896, unknown assassins brutally murdered a controversial Las Cruces lawyer, Albert Jennings Fountain, and his eightyear-old son, Henry. Governor William 1. Thornton, an ardent law-andorder man, arranged for the appointment of Garrett to the office of sheriff
of Dona Ana County. Thornton also employed the Pinkerton National
Detective Agency, which dispatched two operatives to Las Cruces. The
7, New York Sun, January 14, 1895; New York Herald, January 27, 1895; Leon C.
Metz, Pat Garrett: The Story of a Western Lawman (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1974)
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new sheriff, who preferred to use his own methods of detection, summoned Sheriff Perry to his assistance B
The reports of Pinkerton Operative John C. Fraser reveal the degree
of confidence that Garrett had in Perry. On March 8, 1896, when Fraser
introduced himself to the Dona Ana County sheriff, Perry was present.
When Fraser inquired about progress in the murder investigation, Garrett
assured the detective that "he and Perry would make a move soon now."
Garrett regarded Perry "as quite a Detective," wrote Fraser, "and takes
his word and advice for the truth or falsity of statements and rumors
which come to them." It was obvious that Fraser felt Perry had a negative
influence upon Garrett, and that the Roswell lawman persuaded Garrett
not to share information with the Pinkerton. Furthermore, admitted Fraser
to his superior in Denver, Colorado, "Perry treated my investigation ...
in a very light manner." Yet, Fraser concluded that the Las Cruces sheriff
was "thoroughly honest in his intentions." Garrett was simply a closedmouthed individual. When Fraser discussed the investigation with United
States Marshal Hall, the federal lawman expressed the opinion that "if
Pat Garrett and Mr. Perry could not find the evidence it was utter folly
for anyone else" to try. Perry went on to other things a few months later,
and Sheriff Garrett pursued the Fountain case alone B
While Sheriff Garrett placed much confidence in Perry, the Chaves
County officer possessed personality traits that disconcerted others. He
enjoyed gambling and other nocturnal pastimes with underworld characters. Deputy Sheriff Dee R. Harkey of neighboring Eddy County, and
a friend of Perry, recalled that the latter sometimes imbibed too freely.
Perry once became so drunk while the two were on official business that
Harkey "could not count on him for any help." Harkey also feared his
friend's temper, although Perry "made a very good criminal officer," This
quarrelsome nature acquired public attention in May 1895, when the
Chaves County sheriff provoked one of h'ls deputies. The subordinate
reportedly shot at Perry three times, without any bullets taking effect. Of
course, the sheriff denied the story "in every respect. "10
In May 1895, Perry summoned Deputy Sheriff Harkey to join him for
8, For an introduction to this most controversial murder, see Metz, Pat Garrett, 13353; William A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier: Twelve New Mexico Items (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1962), 67-101; M. Gibson, The Life and Death of Colonel
Albert Jennings Fountain (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965). The [Santa Fe]
Daily New MeXican, February 17, March 27, 1896, reported Perry with Garrett,
9, Copies of the Pinkerton reports are in the Katherine B. Stoes Collection, Rio Grande
Collections, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, See William Pinkerton to Governor
William T Thornton, March 12, 14, 16,23, April 21 ,23, 1896; Thornton to James McParland,
Pinkerton Agency, Denver, April 7; John C. Fraser to Thornton, April 4, 1896, Stoes Collection,
10. Dee R, Harkey, Mean as Hell (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1948),125-26; [Santa Fe] Daily New Mexican, May 1,1895.
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a trip to EI Paso, Texas, presumably on official business. Perry, however,
stunned his friend when he announced that he planned to kill Texas'
most notorious gunman, John Wesley Hardin. This mankiller, who allegedly took the lives of forty men, had just received a pardon from Huntsville Prison. Harkey concluded that the Roswell peace officer "had a
mania to kill people that posed as bad men and killers." When the two
men arrived in EI Paso on May 23, Perry went directly to the Wigwam
Saloon and, recalled Harkey,
told Hardin that he ... had come ... to make a finish of him. Hardin
declared that he was unarmed; Perry told him he knew he was lying,
but to show him that he could shoot square with him and didn't
want to take advantage of him, he [Perry] would place two sixshooters on the bar and they would step back six feet and make a
run for the pistols and the best man would win.
The Texas gunman warily avoided this confrontation, calling Perry "three
kinds of a damn fool" to think he could provoke him into a fight."
Harkey's version of this potentially explosive event was clouded by
time. The record of 0 Storms, EI Paso city prosecutor, noted that C. C.
Perry accosted two men, one of whom was Hardin, and the other (unidentified), a man who had killed Perry's brother many years earlier. The
New Mexico lawman, wrote Storms,
wanted to fight the man in the Wigwam saloon and [the] man said
he was unarmed and thereupon defendant pulled out two pistols
and offered the man one and the man would not take it. Thereupon
def. [Perry] threw down both pistols on the bar and told man to take
his choice. The man would not do it and def. slaped [sic] him and
told him to go and arm himself and he would meet him there next
morning at 9 a. m.'2
This ambitious New Mexico gunman recruited friends for the nine
o'clock sequel. George Curry, former sheriff of Lincoln County, recalled
that Perry asked him and Albert B. Fall, a Las Cruces politician, to accompany him to the Wigwam. When the New Mexico party confronted
Hardin (no mention is made of the mysterious second belligerent) the
Texas gunman pleaded with Fall to stop Perry. "Fall stepped up to Hardin,
took his gun, did the same with Perry," recalled George Curry, and "told
Hardin to order drinks for all present." An anonymous observer provided
the EI Paso Times with some details that render this confrontation more
11. Harkey, Mean as Hell, 94-95.
12. Memoranda of Court Cases, 0 Storms, County Attorney, EI Paso County, 2 vols,
Southwest Collection, El Paso Public Library, 2:17-18, Case nos. 1548, 1549 Storms
signed his name with the letter "D."
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sinister. This tipster declared that Constable John Selman, an avowed
enemy of Hardin, attempted to use Perry to murder the aging mankiller:
He [Perry] tanked up on whisky [sic] and allowed John Selman to
persuade him to go to the Wigwam after Hardin .... When Perry
called for Hardin at the bar that morning [May 24] John Selman
was standing on the stairs with his gun in his hand. After taking a
nap [Albert Fall apparently interceded here] Perry realized that he
had run a big risk, so he sent word to Hardin that he would be
around to apologize ... ; and I heard him make the apology.
Later that day, Perry appeared before Prosecutor Storms to answer
charges filed by Hardin's mysterious companion. The Chaves County
sheriff pleaded guilty to one count of "rudely displaying a pistol" and
one count of "assault & battery." He paid a five dollar fine on each charge
and was dismissed. Constable Selman persisted in his efforts to remove
John Wesley Hardin, and finally shot and killed the gunman under suspicious circumstances on August 19, 1895. 13
Sheriff Perry soon displayed this dark behavior in a more threatening
way. He became distraught over the many rival claims for the reward
for outlaw Bill Cook, declaring that he expended $1500 of personal funds
in the pursuit. Counter claims should not have surprised Perry, since
Oklahoma and Texas lawmen also engaged in the search for Cook. The
Roswell officer singled out Texas Ranger W J. L. Sullivan for the most
spite. Sullivan recalled that Perry had refused to cooperate with him
when the ranger gave the sheriff information about the presence of Cook
in eastern New Mexico. Perry quietly departed Roswell at midnight,
leaving Sullivan in the lurch. When the Texan later confronted Perry, in
the presence of the captive outlaw, the robber laughingly cautioned
Sullivan that Perry was "making medicine" against the ranger. 14
The New Mexico officer harbored a grudge against Ranger Sullivan
and awaited an opportunity to do him harm. This opportunity came during
a bizarre incident in EI Paso, Texas, in February 1896. Sports promoters
scheduled a heavyweight prizefight between "Ruby Bob" Fitzsimmons
and Peter Maher. Congress and local authorities hastened to prevent
the bout. United States Marshal Edward Hall dispatched a battery of
deputies, including Perry, to EI Paso. Texas Rangers, including Sullivan,
also gathered. Sullivan recalled that he and Constable Selman were
quelling a saloon disturbance during this festival time, when another
13. Curry, Autobiography, 91; Rasch, "Half Told Tales," 8-10; EI Paso Daily Times,
November 18, 1896; Storms, Memoranda of Court Cases, 2: 17-18. Also see Leon Claire
Metz, John Selman: Texas Gunfighter (New York: Hastings House, 1966).
14. W. J. L. Sullivan, Twelve Years in the Saddle for Law and Order on the Frontiers
of Texas (New York: Buffalo-Head Press, 1966), 107-08; Sullivan made public his complaint
in the EI Paso Daily Times, January 15, 1895.
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ranger, Eugene Miller, suddenly spied a "tall man" standing in the crowd
with a gun pointed at Sullivan's back. "I glanced quickly around, and
there standing behind me," recalled Sullivan, "was the man [Perry] who
stole Bill Cook away from me." The assassin withdrew the pistol, but
Sullivan "could see the handle of his sixshooter which he held in his
hand behind him." Apparently the ranger did not file charges. 15
The belligerent sheriff continued to serve the courts, although his
colleagues could only wonder about his violent digressions. In June
1896, Perry joined a posse of deputy United States marshals in the
pursuit of two bandits, later identified as Thomas "Black Jack" Ketchum
and his brother, Sam. They robbed the Liberty, New Mexico, post office
and murdered two pursuers. On the night of June 17, Perry joined Dee
Harkey and other lawmen in camp near Stockton, Texas. On June 24,
Perry wired Marshal Hall from Fort Davis that "The murderers are heading
for the Mexican line," but that "I shall overtake and capture them." Mexican authorities obligingly arrested one suspect for the Americans in
Ojinaja, opposite Presidio, Texas. Perry informed Harkey that he would
return to Santa Fe for requisition papers, join his friend in EI Paso, and
then the two men would retrieve the prisoner. The Roswell peace officer
failed to keep the appointment in EI Paso. In a few days, Deputy Marshal
Harkey learned the reason-his friend and colleague had absconded
with the public purse of his county.16
Harkey recalled that Sheriff Perry had acted strangely while on posse
duty. While in camp near Fort Stockton, the two men shared the same
sleeping gear. Harkey recalled that when Perry rolled over "a big handful
of twenty dollar gold pieces rolled out of his pocket." The Eddy County
officer was shocked that Perry possessed such money. "My God," said
Harkey,
what are you doing with so much money? Perry said, 'I have nine
thousand dollars in my pocket and I am going to settle with [E, A.]
Cahoon, that crooked-eyed-son-of-a-bitch and tell him to go to hell.
This puzzling remark referred to the president of the First National Bank
of Roswell, where Perry deposited the county tax receipts. The lawman

15, Sullivan, Twelve Years in the Saddle, 178-81. For the prizefight, see Larry D, Ball,
The United States Marshals of New Mexico and Arizona Territories, 1846-1912 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978), 145-46; Albert Bigelow Paine, Captain
Bill McDonald, Texas Ranger: A Story of Frontier Reform (New York J, J, Little & Ives,
1909),194-98
16. Telegram, Perry to Hall, [Santa Fe] Daily New Mexican, July 2, 1896; Burton,
Dynamite and Six-Shooter, 25-28; Harkey, Mean as Hell, 98-99,
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Pat Garrett in 1898. Courtesy University of Texas at EI Paso Archives.
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was picqued at some petty or imagined insult by the banker who, incidentally, possessed an eye ailment. Hence, Perry's reference to Cahoon's cocked eye. 17
The position of Sheriff Perry in Chaves County had deteriorated
considerably before his abrupt departure. He outraged the pastor of
the First Baptist Church in Roswell by coddling gamblers. He embarrassed his constituents a few days before absconding when he attempted "to boss" the conductor of a passenger train en route to EI
Paso. "The little dried up conductor" produced a revolver and ejected
the drunken peace officer from the train. Perry also discovered that his
bondsmen were insolvent. When he found new sureties, the district judge
soon discovered that they were insufficient. Joseph C. Lea, a pioneer
patriarch of Chaves County, informed Governor William 1. Thornton that
many citizens had anticipated the sheriff's misconduct. While his escapades in the past had been "very bad," wrote Lea, they were not "any
worse than we expected." The lawman's boisterous reputation and association with the underworld had concerned the people for some time. 18
Conflicting reports about the destination of the wayward sheriff puzzled lawmen for some months. United States Marshal Creighton M. Foraker, who succeeded Hall in 1897, pursued reports that the errant officer
had joined the Black Jack Ketchum band of train robbers. If this were
true, quipped one journalist, "All the officers will have to do is put a
watch on every saloon ... and they will soon have their man."This report
did not yield results, although Perry was known to associate with these
outlaws. An anonymous informant (the same person who reported Perry's
confrontation with John Wesley Hardin) questioned "a good looking young
woman" with whom the ex-lawman had been seen in EI Paso. She presented a cleverly contrived story to cover the disappearance of her
lover. She tearfully explained that he had been shot to death in Mexico
in an effort to arrest a fugitive. "She even went so far as to describe to
me how he was shot in the abdomen," said this mysterious witness. He
added, "that's a slick girl and she is now in the City of Mexico in the
employment of a very slick man [Perry]."19
The embarrassed citizens ot Chaves County took measures to replace their errant sheriff. The discomfiture of the Democratic Party was
17. Ibid. Edward Augustus Cahoon pioneered banking in Roswell in 1890. He died
in 1934. Fleming and Huffman, eds, Roundup on the Pecos, 153-56.
18. Shinkle, Reminiscences of Roswell Pioneers, 214-18; San Francisco Chronicle
July 25, 1896, picked up the encounter with the conductor. Lea to Thornton, July 15, 1896,
Governors Papers, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
19. Foraker to Joseph McKenna, October 25, 1897, Department of Justice Year File
13065-1896, Record Group 60, National Archives, Washington, D.C.; Lordsburg Liberal,
quoted in, Rio Grande RepUblican, November 26, 1897; EI Paso Daily Times, November
18, 1896
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great, as Republican opponents sniped at the former sheriff. On July
10, 1896, the county commissioners presented affidavits to the effect
that they could not locate Sheriff Perry's present mailing address and
that he failed to account for $7,639.02 of tax monies. On July 23, Governor Thornton removed the sheriff and appointed Charles W. Haynes
to the shrievalty. Haynes was the present chairman of the county board.
In turn, a former Chaves County sheriff, W. M. Atkinson, replaced Haynes
on the board. The Roswell Register complimented the governor and took
a big slap at former Sheriff Perry in a compliment toAtkinson: He "neither
drinks nor gambles-an item which our people should paste in their
hats in connection with county officials." Court proceedings were also
begun against Perry's bondsmen, although the case dragged on for
years. 20
When Perry took "French leave" of his constituents, he prompted
some SOUl-searching. The territorial legislature enacted a law which imposed tighter regulations upon public monies and removed the tax collecting power from the sheriffs. Several county lawmen, not just Perry,
had mismanaged tax revenues. One journalist became philosophical
about this human downfall:
Aside from the losses in money, the removal of Perry is a lamentable
affair. He was the best criminal officer in the Territory ... and held
the lawless element of all southeastern New Mexico in check....
And yet, how hath the mighty fallen. This man whose very name six
months ago struck terror to the ears of the evil doers, is today a
refugee from that justice to which he so arduously labored to bring
others.
This writer could not explain the downfall of the sheriff. "He was only a
man; he wavered and fell ... ," added the newspaperman, "It is the old
story [of the tragedy] of Mark Antony over again."21
The ultimate destination of the wayward county lawman remained
a mystery for some time. After meeting his paramour in Mexico City,
Perry boarded ship in Tampico. Another friend, Harry Thompson, also
joined him. Thompson was a cowboy of English descent, who took a
liking to Perry. In August 1896, the New Mexican broke some surprising
news-the absconding sheriff was en route to Johannesburg, South
Africa. In November, D. W. Shoemaker, a recent visitor to that distant
20. John Franklin (District Attorney, Chaves and Eddy counties) to Thornton, July 10,
1896, enclosed the pertinent affidavits for the removal of C. C Perry, Governors Papers,
State Records Center and Archives; Roswell Register, August 1, 1896.
21. "An Act to Provide for the Compensation of County Officers and for Other Purposes," approved March 13, 1897, Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
New Mexico, Thirty-Second Session, 18January 1897-18 March 1897 (Santa Fe: New
Mexican, 1897); Roswell Register, July 31,1896.
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land, reported meeting Perry fresh from victory in a poker game. Other
Southwesterners, including Tillie Howard, the former queen of EI Paso's
redlight district, were flourishing in Africa's gold fields, Perry later sent
a borrowed watch back to its owner in Roswell. Various rumors circulated
about his demise: that Bantu tribesmen killed him; that Perry and Thompson joined the British army and were killed by the Boers; that Perry
commanded a unit of foreign mercenaries for the Boers and had died
in the Battle of Elandslaagte; and that he had been killed in a gambling
house in Johannesburg. The latter report is more likely nearer the truth. 22
In his criminal defection from Chaves County, Perry did not typify
the conduct of the frontier lawman. In his ability to pursue badmen, and
kill them when necessary, he expressed a trait that the frontier electorate
sometimes demanded in its lawmen. Perry learned his trade by serving
under, or by observing, notable lawmen, such as Pat Garrett. When
Garrett re-entered law enforcement in 1896, he paid tribute to Perry by
seeking his assistance. Other peace officers also admired the Roswell
officer. It is tempting to conclude that Perry perhaps took the inspiration
of Garrett's example too much to heart. In a naive desire to surpass the
reputation of the man whom he admired, Perry went to reckless excess,
He deliberately searched out opportunities to kill notorious individuals
and used his office to commit criminal acts. He harbored grudges against
the very colleagues who admired him. His ability as a manhunter made
him only half a sheriff: He lacked other necessary qualifications. He
quarreled with subordinates, bullied constituents, fraternized with the
underworld, and permitted alcohol to get the best of him. He expressed
supreme contempt for the public trust that he held when he absconded
with the county tax receipts. The loss of his bondsmen and the petty
grievance against banker Cahoon were merely rationales for the expression of longstanding resentment against society. The inglorious departure of Sheriff Perry aroused the territorial legislature to action against a
growing problem, the mismanagement of public monies by many sheriffs. While Perry did not know it, his criminal act helped persuade the
legislature to remove the duty of tax collection from the sheriffs. The time
had passed when New Mexicans would tolerate misdeeds among the
sheriffs.

22. Interview, Crede Larrimore, tape 186, New Mexico Pioneers Foundation, Inc"
University of New Mexico Library; EI Paso Daily Times, November 17, 18, 1896; Shinkle,
Reminiscences of Roswell Pioneers, 229-30

Tejanos and the Texas War
for Independence: Historiography's
Judgment
ARNOlDO DE lEON

That Texas-Mexicans (Tejanos) fought at the Alamo and that they were
part of the independence movement in 1835-1836 is common knowledge to students of Mexican-Texas.' Still, historians have not yet agreed
on how to interpret the role of Tejanos at the Alamo, Washington-on-theBrazos, or San Jacinto. Ambiguity and disagreement mark their writings
on the subject so that in this sesquicentennial year, no consensus has
been reached and the debate continues.
Early Texas historiography was the domain of Anglo publicists and
patricians who wrote romantically and with grandiloquence of the Texas
experience. Expectediy, the participation of Tejanos in the war for independence was almost totally omitted from the few works being published in the 1840s and 1850s. Though authors of this school occasionally
mentioned the more prominent Tejanos of the independence era, identifying lorenzo de Zavala and Jose Antonio Navarro as "strong friends
Arnoldo De Leon is currently Research Fellow, Mexican American Studies, University
of Houston.This essay was originally presented before the symposium "Reapproaching
the Texas Revolution: The Alamo Myth," at Southern Methodist University, November 16,
1985. Professor De Leon is the author of The Tejano Community, 1836-1900 (1982) and
They Called Them Greasers: Anglo Attitudes Toward Mexicans in Texas, 1821-1900 (1983)
1. Two recent works are George O. Coalson, "Texas Mexicans in the Texas Revolution," Terrence J. Barragy and Harry Russell Huebel, eds., From Colony to Republic:
Readings in American History to 1877 (Houston: Cayo del Grullo Press, 1983); Thomas
Lloyd Miller, "Mexican-Texans at the Alamo," Journal of Mexican American History, 2 (Fall
1971).
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of the Texans," they were so preoccupied with the meaning of the so-.
called "Texas Revolution" that Tejano contributions seemed anomalous.
In the eyes of these romantic historians the struggle had been a
moral victory over Mexicans veiled as decadent Spaniards. To them,
Mexican civilization represented immorality, superstition, barbarism, and
despotism. White men were the heroes of the war and represented
morality, enlightenment, industry, and liberty. At a time when histories
were filled with deprecations of the Mexican national character, the
Tejanos who joined the independence movement seemed at best Mexicans converted to Anglo righteousness. Even in the last quarter of the
nineteenth century, with the rise of historical professionalism, the new
histories remained ethnocentric, glossing over the Hispanic role in the
events of 1835-1836.
In the first half of the twentieth century, able historians such as
Herbert E. Bolton and Eugene C. Barker did much to bolster the image
of Spanish-Mexican civilization in New Spain's far north. Their books
and articles made it obvious that Spaniards and Mexicans had played
significant roles in the Texas past. Nevertheless, attention to Tejano participation in the Texas war remained cursory. Bolton said little since his
, studies dealt principally with the colonial era. Even Barker, who digressed from the traditional emphasis on Stephen F. Austin and AngloAmerican colonization to consider the Texas-Mexican involvement in the
cause of independence, did not delve deeply.2 A disregard for Tejanos
in the war for independence remained the norm in Texas history.
Moved by this neglect, Mexican Americans writing in the 1930s
endeavored to give recognition to what they perceived as a significant
role played by their ancestors in the war for independence. This push
to restore the Tejanos' forgotten contribution came in conjunction with
the war's centennial and coincided with an incipient rise in South Texas
of a Tejano.petit bourgeoisie comprised of lawyers, businessmen, teachers, and other professionals. Members of this group, most of them United
States-born, desired full integration into the United States. They gloried
in the contributions of their ancestors to the fight between Texas liberty
and Mexican tyranny and demanded that history pay attention to the
role of Texas-Mexicans.
It is difficult to specify leaders in the movement to publicize the role
of Texas-Mexicans in the war. Lawyers such as Alonso Perales, Ruben
Rendon Lozano, and the ex-Brownsville legislator J. 1. Canales were
men devoted to improving race relations. A way to bridge the gap between Anglos and Tejanos was to show that Texas-Mexicans had helped
2. Stephen Stagner, "Epics, Science, and the Lost Frontier: Texas Historical Writing,
1836-1936," Western Historical Quarterly, 12 (April 1981), 165-81,

ARNOLDO DE LEON

139

in the cause of democracy. Also concerned with proving Tejano Americanism were the members of the League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC).
In 1929, LULAC emerged as the most significant organization articulating the ideology of middle-class Mexican Americans. The League
had as its goal the amelioration of conditions for Hispanics, including
elimination of discrimination. It also stressed total commitment to the
American ethos, a resolve emphatically put forth in its constitution. According to the document, LULAC intended to develop "within the members of our race the best, purest, and most perfect type of a true and
loyal citizen of the United States of America; to see that the members
and their children acquire the English language; and to define with
absolute and unmistakable clearness our unquestionable loyalty to the
ideals, principles, and citizenship of the United States of America. "3
Given this orientation, it is not surprising that LULAC, through the
initiative of Jose Tomas Canales, invited the eminent historian Eugene
C. Barker to present his findings on Tejanos and the war for independence before the LULAC convention scheduled for Harlingen, Texas, in
June 1935. Barker's paper entitled "Native Latin American Contribution
to the Colonization and Independence of Texas" contained what the
Mexican American generation desired to hear.
Among the most knowledgeable scholars in Texas history in that
period, and recognized today as more objective than the historians that
preceded him, Barker still saw the Texas War as a struggle against
Mexican 'oppression. Tejanos, he declared, had contributed significantly
to the cause of Texas freedom. Since the beginning of American colonization ofTexas, Barker told the assemblage, Texas-Mexicans had been
friendly toward Anglo immigrants helping them colonize the region. When
the Texans struck for the Constitution of 1824, "the fact probably made
it easier for Mexican inhabitants of Texas to join in the movement." In
Barker's view, and those of his listeners, both peoples fought for the
common cause of preserving the natural rights of mankind. In so doing,
Barker concluded, the Tejano patriots were expressing "truly heroic resolution by staking their fate with the colonists."4
Barker- was not alone in the "revisionist" campaign. Beginning in
1936 and continuing until the 197Gs,amateur historians from the new
Mexican American middle class industriously gathered the facts about
3. Richard A. Garcia, "Class, Consciousness, and Ideology-The Mexican Community of San Antonio, Texas: 1938-1940," Aztlan, 9 (Spring, Summer, Fall 1978), 42, 53,
55. See also Mario 1. Garcia, "Mexican Americans and the Politics of Citizenship: The
Case of EI Paso, 1936," New Mexico Historical Review, 59 (April 1984), 187-204.
4. J.1. Canales, ed., Bits of Texas History: In the Melting Pot of America. Part II: Latin
American Contribution of the Colonization and Independence of Texas (San Antonio: Artes
Graficas, 1957),7.
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Tejano participation in the war. Their commitment was not so much to
an interpretation of historical events, as it was to a resurrection of those
Tejanos who had contributed to the war. Such individuals might then
stand alongside William Barret Travis, Jim Bowie, and Davy Crockett.
The most ambitious work produced by a Mexican American in the
1936 centennial year was a book authored by Ruben Rendon Lozano
entitled Viva Tejas: The Story of the Mexican-born Patriots of the Republic
of Texas (San Antonio: Southern Literary Institute, 1936). Lozano criticized previous writers of Texas history for doing an "injustice to the
heroes of Texas by almost ignoring the Latin, or Spanish-speaking element." He was certain that the "Saxon leaders" of that era considered
Tejanos as part of "an oppressed people who had thrown their fortunes,
lives and lot in life into one common cause, the cause of independence."
Logical reasoning, he argued, would show that the "Latin element must
have comprised a large percentage of the revolutionary armies ofTexas."
He described the participation of Tejanos in several battles and wrote
brief biographical sketches of the most significant participants.s
This view of Tejanos as patriotic allies of Anglo Texans held sway
among LULAC and middle-class Mexican Americans for decades. During a LULAC meeting held in San Angelo, Texas, in March 1941, a
resolution calling on LULAC to place a wreath in San Jacinto monument
in memory of "Latin Americans" who fought with General Sam Houston
at the Battle of San Jacinto and Latin Americans who signed the Texas
Declaration of Independence received overwhelming support. According to newspaper accounts, the sponsor of the resolution, Mauro Machado, a publisher and historian from San Antonio, felt the need to reeducate Anglo Americans to the fact that all Latin Americans were not
opposed to Texas independence and that many had fought for freedom
in 1836. Reportedly Machado was then writing a book about San Antonio
in which he debunked the belief that Anglo Americans were the only
men to have fought in the rebellion 6
In the same vein as the works of Lozano and Machado were two
books produced by the lawyer and legislator J. 1. Canales of Brownsville.
It was Canales who had invited Eugene C. Barker to address LULAC in
Harlingen in 1935 and who still desired to see the Tejanos receive fair
space in the histories of the war for independence. Canales offered little
that was new. He took works previously published on the Mexican contribution to the war, edited and annotated them, and released them as
Bits of Texas History: In the Melting Pot of America. Printed by Artes
5. Ruben Rend6n Lozano, Viva Tejas: The Story of the Mexican-born Patriots of the
Republic of Texas (San Antonio: Southern Literary Institute, 1936), 50, 5.
6. San Angelo Standard-Times, March 11, 1941, p. 12A; ibid., March 10, 1941, p.
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Graficas in San Antonio, Volume I was published in 1950 and Volume II
in 1957. The earlier book criticized Anglo-Texans for having omitted
Mexican Americans from Texas history and expressed the hope that its
contents would help mend past differences between the two peoples l
The second volume noted that great strides had been made in race
relations in the intervening seven years, and gave credit to the contribution of historians like Eugene C. Barker who had enlightened Anglo
society about the mutual interests Mexican Americans and Anglos had
in freedom and democracy.
While the 1960s did not bring forth comparable revisionist works
by Mexican Americans, the image of the Tejanos as patriots persisted
among the middle class Tejanos who comprised organizations such as
LULAC. It is not surprising then, that when Jacob I, Rodriguez, a prominent member of LULAC, made a public speech to one of the league's
councils in 1960, he reiterated that the contribution of Tejanos to the
Texas cause had been neglected. Rodriguez expressed hope that the
newly released John Wayne film The Alamo would credit the fact that
there had been Mexican heroes in the war for independence. s
The participation of Tejanos in the war has also been considered
from another and quite different perspective. Mexican historians have
not been kind toward the Tejano participants in the war. The longstanding '.
animosity between Mexico and the United States in part explains the
negative characterization. For generations Mexican scholars have viewed
the United States as an imperialist state responsible for the Texas rebellion and the military takeover of Mexican national territory in 1848.
Additionally, the United States has colonized Mexican Americans, adhered to a policy of exploitation of Mexican nationals who migrated to
this country searching for work, and has meddled in Mexican political
and economic affairs. Those who have conspired with Americans against
Mexico, therefore, are viewed contemptuously as traitors to the mother
country.
At the same time that Hispanics in Texas undertook to place Tejanos
at the Battle of the Alamo alongside Travis, Bowie, and Crockett, Mexican
historian Rafael Trujillo Herrera in Olvidate de "EI Alamo": Ensayo Historieo (Mexico: Impreso en los Talleres de Editora de Peri6dicos, S.C,L"
"La Prensa," Divisi6n Comercial, 1965) asserted that Texas-Mexicans
within the Alamo walls were probably not there as co-defenders of liberty
against Mexican tyranny as Anglos and Mexican Americans contended.
7, At the same time, Jose Tomas Canales chided Anglos for misrepresenting another
Tejano, Juan Cortina. To revise the traditional portrayal of this south Texas "bandit" of the
1850s and 1860s, he published Juan N, Cortina: Bandit or Patriot? and Juan N. Cortina
Presents His Motion for a New Trial. .
8. Jacob I. Rodriguez Papers, LULAC Archives, Nettie Lee Benson Library, University
of Texas, Austin.

142

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1986

In fact, he says, their presence therein may be accounted for by reasons
other than ideology. Alamo commander Travis, after all, hated Mexicans
and considered the Bexarenos enemies for not siding with the volunteers. It is indeterminable how many of the Texas-Mexican defenders
were convicts freed by Bowie, Trujillo notes, or which, like Jose Marfa
(Brfgido) Guerrero, were prisoners. Moreover, some of the Mexican women
and children, who survived the carnage, apparently decided to seek
refuge inside the Alamo instead of opting for the countryside as had so
many of the Bexarenos upon learning from couriers that a bloody battle
would ensue once Santa Anna arrived in San Antonio de Bexar. A few
of the Mexican non-combatants were relatives of Bowie, by his marriage
to Marfa Ursula de Veramendi. He had taken them into the Alamo with
him. Moreover, Trujillo suggests, Mexicans in San Antonio had little to
do with the Texas rebellion. After all, Enrique Esparza, brother of Alamo
victim Gregorio Esparza, stormed the fortress as part of Santa Anna's
attackers. Those Tejanos like Lorenzo de Zavala, Jose Antonio Navarro,
Jose Francisco Ruiz, and Juan Segufn who openly allied with the Anglos
were "traicianeras en alianza can los filibusteros. "9
Among the most vociferous advocates of the view of Tejanos as
traitors is Manuel Medina Castro in EI gran despojo (Mexico: Editorial
Diogenes, 1971). As far as he is concerned, those who helped out at
the Alamo and Washington-on-the-Brazos amounted to nothing less than
collaborators with foreign colonizers. In discussing the Texas declaration
of independence Medina Castro observes:
En seguida las firmas: 48 norteamericanos, 10 europeos, 3 traidares: Lorenzo de Zavala, ex ministro, ex gobernador, etc. y gran
concesionario de tierras en Tejas, J. Antonio Navarro, y Francisco
Ruiz. lO
Buttressing this accusation is the fact that no prominent liberal from
Mexico aided the Texas cause. 11 Politicians from Coahuila, who often
agreed with the ideology of Navarro and the Seguins, avoided the politics of separatism. Thus, it is not the Tejanos' beliefs that earn them
harsh condemnation, but rather it is their co-operation to sever Texas
from the Mexican union.
9. Rafael Trujillo Herrera. Olvidate de "EI Alamo": Ensayo Historico (Mexico Impreso
en los Tellares de Editora de Periodicos, S.C.L., "La Prensa," Division Commercial, 1965),
156, 192-93. For the development of the Alamo myth, see Susan Prendergast Schoelwer
and Tom W. Glaser, Alamo Images: Changing Perceptions of a Texas Experience (Dallas:
DeGolyer Library and Southern Methodist University Press, 1985).
10. Quoted in Raymond V. Padilla, "A Critique of Pittian History," EI Grito: A Journal
of Contemporary Mexican American Thought, 6 (Fall 1972), 42.
11. David J. Weber, The Mexican Frontier, 1821-1846: The American Southwest Under Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), 250.
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As recently as 1970, no American historian, either Anglo or Hispanic,
had presented an assessment departing from that of the Tejanos as
patriots. But this traditional interpretation came under attack in the 1970s
from a post-war generation that came of age in the turmoil of the 1960s.
During the time, unprecedented numbers of Mexican Americans with
roots in the working class of the Mexican American community enrolled
in college and there debated the war in Vietnam and American treatment
of minorities. The atmosphere of controversy and contention fueled a
new consciousness and a rising militancy that produced what is generally referred to as the "Chicano Movement."
This college-educated generation emerged as the first group of
professionally trained interpreters of Mexican-American history. By the
early 1970s Chicanos were presenting an interpretation of Tejanos at
the Alamo and Washington-on-the-Brazos which diverged from the position held by the older generation of Mexican Americans. To be sure,
the Chicano historians did not constitute a monolithic group, but as a
school of thought they echoed the detractions of Mexican writers. At
their head was historian Rodolfo Acuna, who repeatedly painted the
Tejanos who fought for Texas independence as a "bunch of cabrones
who sold out their own people. "12 In a controversy arising from the
portrayal of Juan N. Seguin in the 1981 PBS film entitled Seguin, Acuna
inveighed: "To make heroes of the Mexican people defending the Alamo
is like making heroes of the Vichy government." Seguin was part of "a
small group of wealthy Tejanos supporting the Anglo American cause
of Americanizing Texas while the poor people of Tejas always remained
strongly nationalistic," he noted as' a member of the panel of experts
advising film director Jesus Trevino. "Juan Seguin was interested in
protecting his interests, not his nationality or the rights of the people. "13
Supporting such an interpretation is the fact that Spanish-Mexican
society in 1835-1836 consisted of ricos and pobres. This division, derived from the Spanish social order, had been established in Texas
during the colonial period. By the late 1700s, degrees of wealth separated a small but influential elite from the majority of poorer Tejanos.
Government officials and military commandants with secure incomes
(though hardly enough to claim prosperity), entrepreneurs in towns, and
rancheros working peons as slaves constituted the upper order. The
working class made up the lower order. During Mexico's war for independence in 1810, this class difference was apparent as the peninsular
Spaniards and the Mexican-born criollos supported the royalist forces
12. Tatcho Mindiola, ed., Occupied America: A Chicano History Symposium (Houston:
University of Houston, Mexican American Studies, 1981), 23.
13. Paul G. Levine, "Remember the Alamo?" American Film, 7 (January-February
1982),48.
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while the poorer soldiers and civilians of the lower stratum sided with
the Hidalgo rebellion. In Texas in the 1820s, it was land owners such
as Jose Antonio Navarro, Erasmo and Juan Seguin, plus Lorenzo de
Zavala-all future participants in the war for independence-who most
closely associated themselves with the interests of Stephen F. Austin.
They had encouraged slavery and Anglo colonization as a way of advancing the cotton industry for Coahuila y Tejas. At the moment of decision, they fought on the side of their political and economic allies, the
Anglo colonists.
Acuna's strident stance has been assumed by other Chicano scholars who see the Tejano participants in the war as men with special
interests. To Ray Padilla, the Tejanos-notably Navarro, de Zavala, Seguin and those of their sort-were political opportunists who had much
to gain by way of land speculation, commercial opportunities, and political aggrandizement. 14 Most recently in a critique of Trevino's Seguin,
Rosa Linda Fregoso labeled the film's hero an opportunist who could
accommodate "to whatever side of a movement he would profit from
the most." Fregoso reminds us that Seguin's role in no way typifies the
experiences of mostTejanos. "Countless others fought with the Mexican
forces or remained loyal to the Mexican government. "15 Jose Antonio
Navarro is held with similar low esteem. 16
By no means, however, is this portrayal the consensus of opinion
among Chicano historians today. There are those who treat their subjects
more evenhandedly. The historian Andres Tijerina in his dissertation "Tejanos and Texas: The Native Mexicans of Texas, 1829-1850" (Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Texas, 1977), sees the Tejanos as caught in
the web of Mexican politics and Anglo American economic intentions in
Texas. Liberal Tejanos (or Federalists) with connections to interests akin
to the Austin and other Anglo factions sought to encourage Anglo American colonization and capitalist growth. But simultaneously, ethnic conflict surfaced around Goliad and Victoria which augured the ominous
type of relations that would later develop. While they shared the liberalism
of the Anglos within the Mexican political spectrum, high ranking Tejano
officials resented the Anglos' conduct and remained nationalistic in regard to the foreigners. By 1836, the Tejanos had been alienated from
both the government in Mexico City and Anglo Americans who outnumbered them in Texas. When it came time to take sides, the Federalists
14. Padilla, "Critique of Pittian History," 35.
15. Rosa Linda Fregoso, "Seguin: The Same Side of the Alamo," Bilingual Review/
La Revista Bilingue, 10 (May-December 1983),150-51,146.
16. John R. Chavez, The Lost Land. The Chicano Image of the Southwest (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984),34.
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divided along political lines that placed them against Santa Anna and
with the Anglos. 17
There is, however, another perspective. The Tejanos of 1836 should
not be thought of as one-dimensional personalities driven by selfish
motives. As with other historical characters, the Tejanos were complex
figures who moved freely within the political spectrum according to the
contingencies they faced. The upper class in the Tejano community was
diverse. It is true that the Navarros, Segulns, and the de Zavalas delivered people of their own nationality into the domination 'of Anglos. But
whether they did so selfishly, or unwittingly, or with good intE?ntions, is
a point yet to be proven. No good biographies of any of these men yet
exist. In the years following the Texas war for independence, some, such
as Jose Antonio Navarro, did come to the defense of la raza even if they
perceived the lower classes as standing beneath their own upper class
ranking. 18 Historians should avoid too strict a definition of social class
within the Tejano community. Chicanos, as other Americans, have historically aligned themselves with varied ideologies reflective of their
heterogeneous makeup.
While the establishment in Texas history has paid little attention to
the Tejanos at the Alamo and Washington-on-the-Brazos, some efforts
have been made in recent years to incorporate the Mexican-American
minority into the annals of the Lone Star State This is evident in the
invitations issued by scholarly associations to Mexican Americanists to
read papers at symposia, in requests made to the same researchers
by groups commemorating the Texas sesquicentennial, and in new materials in recent scholarly books dealing with Western or Southwestern
history or revised editions of public school texts ..
Today there is considerable diversity in the ways in which Tejano
participants in the war of 1835-1836 are portrayed. In spite of the revisions made by the Chicano historians, interpretations traceable to
Barker's patriotic depiction persist. Seventh grade books, which must
run the gauntlet of public meetings attended by those interested in
preserving patriotic idealism, portray Tejanos as imbued with motives
as virtuous and unselfish as those of Bowie, Travis, and Crockett. The
Mexican American generation of Lozano, Canales, and Machado would
be pleased with such a characterization.
Finally, there is the historical understanding of Tejano history held
by the general Mexican American population which would have more
of a stake in seeing the revision ofTexas history reflect their long historical
17. Andrew A. Tijerina, "Tejanos and Texas: The Native Mexicans of Texas, 18201850," (doctoral dissertation, University of Texas, 1977), chapter 6.
18 Arnalda De Le6n, The Tejano Community, 1836-1900 (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1982), xvi.
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presence in the state. With what interpretation discussed in this essay
would they side?
Here we face a significant problem. How well do intellectual elites,
whether they be the Mexican American generation of the 1930s or the
Chicanoists of present day, mirror the views of the masses? The Tejanos
of today, like the American public at large, probably do not know their
history. Pollsters would probably find that most Mexican Americans in
Texas are unaware that Mexicans in 1836 signed the Declaration of
Independence on March 2, that they fought at the Alamo on March 6,
and that they aided Sam Houston at San Jacinto on April 21. If they
were told these things, then asked to volunteer an opinion as to the
causes for Tejano participation, it is doubtful that their answers would
contain anything about Federalism clashing with Centralism, or Manifest
Destiny, or internal colonialism.
Their response would likely be guided by the impact that entities
outside historical scholarship have on the public mind. Governmental
bodies which seek to instill the virtues of "good citizenship" upon the
student population by presenting history in simplistic form have an important impact. Television and Hollywood films, with their portrayal of
good against evil, hero versus villain, and victory over defeat without
regard to correct history, play an important role in shaping public opinion.
The presence of false historical perceptions within the general populace should not be taken lightly. It is that popular understanding of
history that must be contended with. Scholars need to redouble their
efforts to influence those sources which exercise such formidable power
over popular conceptions of history. Though scholarly interpretations
might clash, academic inquiry and debate are essential to overturning
the misrepresentations of historical events. The failure of scholars to
have much impact on formulators of popular perceptions of history is
why the story of the Tejanos in the Texas war for independence remains
so little known and so confused.

Of Documents and Myths:
Richard Kern and Western Art.
A Review Essay
BRIAN W. DIPPlE

In a 1967 essay, John C. Ewers,. an ethnologist concerned with the
documentary value of Western art, remarked: "Too often writers 'have
applied generalized slogans to the western artists-slogans such as 'he
knew the horse,' or 'he knew the Indian,' or 'the Mountain Man,' or 'cowboy,' and such gross judgments have been offered in place of the much
more difficult, scholarly criticisms of the individual works of the artists
under consideration."1 Western art scholarship has a rather short pedigree. The glossy, coffee table biography-picture books by Harold
McCracken set the standard for opulence and color, but it was a chemistry professor at the University of Kansas, Robert Taft, who set the
standard for thorough research in a series of essays published in the
,
Brian W. Dippie is professor of history in the University of Victoria, British Columbia.
He is the author of several books, including "Paper Talk": Charlie Russell's American West
(1979) and Remington & Russell: The Sid Richardson Collection (1982).
1. John C. Ewers, "Fact and Fiction in the Documentary Art of the American West,"
in John Francis McDermott, ed., The Frontier Re-examined (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1967), 82.
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David J. Weber, Richard H. Kern: Expeditionary Artist in the Far Southwest,
1848-1853. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press/Amon Carter
Museum, 1985. xiii + 355 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $45.00.)
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Kansas Historical Quarterly and collected in 1953 as Artists and Illustrators of the Old West: 1850-1900. 2 Nothing comparable followed over
the next decade or so, excepting Ewers's specialized work on fact and
fiction in Western art. 3 To this day, much of the writing on the subject is
the work of private collectors and dealers. This has not always encouraged critical scholarship. Apart from scattered exhibition catalogs, institutional support for serious research on Western art was virtually
nonexistent before the establishment of the Amon Carter Museum at Fort
Worth in 1961. Its ambitious publishing program has resulted in standard
works on many individual artists, movements, and themes 4 David J.

2. Harold McCracken's biographies include Harold McCracken, Frederic Remington:
Artist of the Old West (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1947); Harold McCracken, The Charles
M. Russell Book: The Life and Work of the Cowboy Artist (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1957); Harold McCracken, George Catlin and the Old Frontier (New York Dial
Press, 1959); and Harold McCracken, The Frank Tenney Johnson Book: A Master Painter
of the Old West (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1974). The following artists have all
been featured in picture book biographies as well: Albert Bierstadl, George Caleb Bingham,
Karl Bodmer, Edward Borein, William de la Montagne Cary, E. Irving Couse, Edwin W.
Deming, Maynard Dixon, Harvey Dunn, W. Herbert Dunton, Seth Eastman, Clarence A.
Ellsworth, Henry F. Farny, Nicolai Fechin, E. W. Gollings, Grace C. Hudson, Will James,
Paul Kane, Edward Kern, Charles Bird King, W. H. D. Koerner, William R. Leigh, Alfred
Jacob Miller, Thomas Moran, Charles C. Nahl, Edgar S. Paxson, Richard Petri, William
Ranney, Frank Reaugh, Peter Rindisbacher, Frank Schoonover, Charles Schreyvogel, Olaf
C. Seltzer, Joseph H. Sharp, John Mix Stanley, Harold Von Schmidt, Olaf Wieghorst, and
N. C. Wyeth. The quality of these illustrated biographies varies enormously. Notable lives
with relatively few illustrations include Thurman Wilkins, Thomas Moran: Artist of the Mountains (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1966), and Peggy and Harold Samuels,
Frederic Remington: A Biography (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1982). Contemporary Western artists who have been the subjects of well-illustrated books include James
Bama, Joe Beeler, James Boren, John Clymer, Nick Eggenhofer, Fred Harman, Frank
McCarthy, George Phippen, and Byron Wolfe. It would seem fair to say that the picture
book biography is still the standard form in Western art scholarship.
3. There have been several illustrated surveys, including John Ewers, Artists of the
Old West (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1965). John Ewers has published essays
over the years on individual artists ranging from Catlin and King to Winold Reiss and
William Standing. While Harold McCracken, Portrait of the Old West (New York: McGrawHill, 1952) preceded Robert Taft, Artists and Illustrators of the Old West 1850-1900 (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1953), by a year, its scholarship is not comparable. More
useful are Frank Getlein, The Lure of the Great West (Waukesha, Wisconsin: Country
Beautiful, 1973), and Peter Hassrick, The Way West: Art of Frontier America (New York:
Harry N. Abrams, 1977). Most of the major Western art museums have published either
comprehensive or selective catalogs of their collections, and some have first rate texts.
Valuable reference works include Jeff Dykes, Fifty Great Western Illustrators: A Bibliographic Checklist (Flagstaff, Arizona: Northland Press, 1975), and Peggy and Harold
Samuels, The Illustrated Biographical Encyclopedia of Artists of the American West (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1976). Paul Hogarth, Artists on Horseback: The Old West
in Illustrated Journalism 1857-1900 (New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, in cooperation
with the Riveredge Foundation, Calgary, 1972) nicely supplements RobertTaft's book by
concentrating on eight British artists who painted the Canadian and American Wests.
4. Noteworthy titles on individual artists published by Amon Carter or in association
with another press include Frederic G. Renner, Charles M. Russell: Paintings, Drawings,
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Weber's exemplary Richard H. Kern: Expeditionary Artist in the Far
Southwest, 1848-1853 is a case in point.
The documentarians of the nineteenth century seem natural subjects given the attention paid the artist's personal experiences-his credentials-in Western art. They really were out there, as Owen Wister
put it, at a time when travel was hard, circumstances primitive, and the
Indians exotic and sometimes dangerous: 5 These artists accompanied
some of the earliest exploring expeditions into the newly-acquired Louisiana Territory, providing eyewitness views of a country that was still
remote and unfamiliar. Their visual record reflected the lure of westering
and was part of Manifest Destiny. All the documentarians were caught
up in an epic adventure, though some were technicians of limited vision
while others fully realized the implications of what they saw and some
went beyond shared commonplaces to participate directly in momentous events in Western history. George Catlin's excursion up the Missouri
River in 1832 was aboard the very first steamboat to make the run from
S1. Louis to Fort Union. John Mix Stanley, with William H. Emory on his
grueling march from Santa Fe to San Diego in 1846, took part in one of
the stirring battles of the Mexican War enroute, and a year later nearly
became a casualty of the "Whitman massacre" at Waiilaptu Mission in
Oregon Territory, missing it by just a day.6 But no documentary artist
suffered more the perils of mid-nineteenth-century westering than Richard Kern.
and Sculpture in the Amon G. Carter Collection (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1966);
Alvin M. Josephy, Jr, The Artist Was a Young Man: The Life Story of Peter Rindisbacher
(Fort Worth: Amon Carter Museum, 1970); J Russell Harper, Paul Kane's Frontier (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1971); Gordon Hendricks, Albert Bierstadt: Painter of the
American West (New York: Harry N, Abrams, 1973); Peter Hassrick, Frederic Remington:
Paintings, Drawings, and Sculpture in the Amon Carter Museum and the Sid W. Richardson
Foundation Collections (New York: Harry N, Abrams, 1973); James 1. Forrest, Bill Gollings:
The Man and His Art (Flagstaff, Arizona: Northland Press, 1979); William H. Truettner, The
Natural Man Observed: A Study of Catlin's Indian Gallery (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian
Institution Press, 1979); ,Carol Clark, Thomas Moran: Watercolors of the American West
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1980); Ron Tyler, ed" Alfred Jacob Miller: Artist on the
Oregon Trail (Fort Worth: Amon Carter Museum, 1982); and Estelle Jussim, Frederic Remington, the Camera & the Old West (Fort Worth: Amon Carter Museum, 1983), Van Deren
Coke, Taos and Santa Fe: The Artist's Environment 1882-1942 (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1963), has been an influential study of the Taos colony and the
Southwestern art scene, while imaginative exhibition themes have led to some unusual
monographs on Custer's Last Stand, the Wild West shows, and the bison in art. Prior to
the establishment of the Amon Carter Museum, the only museum to publish much on
Western art was the City Art Museum of Saint Louis, Especially valuable is Perry 1. Rathbone's 1946 catalog Charles Wimar, 1828-1862: Painter of the Indian Frontier. Most of
the major Western art museums are now actively engaged in publication. The Buffalo Bill
Historical Center, COdy, Wyoming, Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, have been particularly active,
5, Owen Wister, "Concerning the Contents," Frederic Remington, Drawings (New York:
R. H. Russell, 1897).
6, An indication that academia is now involved in Western art scholarship is Julie
Schimmel, "John Mix Stanley and Imagery of the West in Nineteenth-Century American
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Born in Philadelphia in 1821, trained at the Franklin Institute and
established as a scientific illustrator by the early 1840s, he was preceded
west by his younger brother Edward, who accompanied John C. Fremont
on his third expedition (1845-1848) and briefly served as commandant
of Sutter's Fort on the Sacramento River. His adventures, enthusiastically
reported in letters home, stirred what Weber calls the "romantic restlessness" of the age (p. 26). Richard and another brother, Benjamin,
were persuaded to join Edward on Fremont's fourth expedition. This was
mounted under different auspices since Fremont had fallen out of official
favor but had secured private support to survey a railroad route that
would benefit his St. Louis backers. What began as a lark ended in
disaster. The Kern brothers were among the thirty men who left St. Louis
with Fremont on October 3, 1848, in the expectation of establishing the
feasibility of a year-round route due west. Their progress was stopped
by deep mountain snows and by late December the party disintegrated
as members set off to seek help. In the end, the Kerns were spared but
ten men died and recriminations flew after they arrived in Taos near midFebruary.
Richard Kern's introduction to the West was inauspicious; it was
also an accurate portent of things to come. Benjamin Kern was subsequently killed by Ute Indians while attempting to retrieve cached
equipment. Richard decided to remain in the Southwest, seeking information about the murder and perhaps a measure of personal success
sufficient to partially justify such a sacrifice. He accompanied James H.
Simpson of the Corps of Topographical Engineers on two expeditions,
mapped hJndreds of miles of routes, sketched Indians and ancient ruins,
including Canyon de Chelly, and provided the illustrations for Simpson's
published report, the "first authentic glimpse" of this portion of the Southwest, Weber writes (p. 112). From his base in Santa Fe Kern continued
to enjoy federal patronage. His skills as cartographer and draftsman
made his services indispensable to the army. A harrowing survey under
command of Captain Lorenzo Sitgreaves in 1851 exposed him to the
country and Indian cultures between Santa Fe and San Diego and cement~d his reputation as a Southwestern expert. He returned east for
a stint in Washington (1852-1853), where his maps, drawings and personal experiences made him the resident authority in the nation's capital
on a region he had first visited only four years before. He did not stay
states-side long. Interest in a railroad route to the Pacific intensified in
the wake of the California gold rush, and Kern was hired as topographer
and artist with the 38th parallel survey under Captain John W. Gunnison.
This was a choice appointment at a salary of $2,000 per year. It brought
Art" (doctoral dissertation, New York University, 1983), which no doubt anticipates a monograph on Stanley.
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Ruins of an Old Pueblo in the Canon of Chelly. Sept 8. Wash
drawing by Richard H. Kern. Courtesy Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia.
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him back to Santa Fe in June 1853, his home away from home. Four
months later Kern, Gunnison, and five others were killed by Pahvant
Indians on the Sevier River in Utah, rounding out in tragedy a career
that spanned just half a decade but was crammed with accomplishment.
Kern left behind maps that became the standard through the 1850s,
and a visual record of the country and the Indian peoples of enduring
importance.
Weber covers all of this in meticulous detail, correlating Kern's watercolors with his travels, sorting Richard's work from Edward's, and
establishing the seminal role Richard played in introducing Americans
to their newly-acquired Southwestern empire. His research is thorough,
exhausting the available sources on an elusive figure. Weber makes no
claim to penetrating the inner man; Kern's artistic achievement is his
principal concern, with biography elucidating the pictorial record. Nevertheless, Kern's letters and especially the daguerreotype portrait that
serves as a frontispiece suggest an unusually engaging individual. So
many nineteenth-century men seem awkward and apprehensive, or stiff
and formal in their starched collars, sitting before the camera. Richard
Kern is another matter. His face is alert and animated, with an amused,
even mischievous smile playing on his lips. His death at such an early
age seems all the more poignant, and his accomplishments, since he
appears other than drearily dutiful,all the more impressive.
Weber's book is blessed with excellent maps, clear organization,
and a readable style that nicely complement the documentary inter:lt of
Kern's art. Weber's expertise in Southwestern history permits him to
pinpoint locations and comment on accuracy, noting where Kern exaggerated for artistic effect, and where certain previously unknown drawings supplement or modify the record. He illuminates the value of Kern's
watercolors as documents and as art, discussing strengths (landscape
views, structures), weaknesses (the human form), and the ploys Kern
used to lend objective observation a subjective appeal. Moody lighting,
dramatic perspective, and sky effects gave vent to Kern's "artistic impulse," his desire to couple "the scientist's realism and the artist's idealism" (p. 276). Kern's 1853 watercolor of the newly-erected Smithsonian
Institute is a perfect example; it shows a building dedicated to the latest
in scientific' knowledge rising above
forest like a castle in the air,
silhouetted against a golden sky, a misty vision from the days of Ivanhoe.
Weber establishes Kern's contribution to the visual imagery of the
Southwest by documenting the general accuracy of the lithographs based
on his watercolors, and the departures introduced subsequently by artists working from the lithographs. He also establishes as an important
theme throughout his book the role of federal (and private) patronage
in the development of nineteenth-century Western art. "The most impressive artistic reportage of the newly acquired Southwest," Weber

a
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Smithsonian Institute (From Capitol Grounds, Sept. 1852). Watercolor by
Richard H. Kern. Courtesy Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas.

writes, "came from government-funded topographic artists such as Richard Kern" (p. 246). This is a theme, consistent with current trends in
Western history, that demands more study.
For three decades Western historians, following the lead of Earl
Pomeroy, have been at pains to divest us of our romantic notions about
frontiering. Instead of individualism, egalitarianism, and economic, political, and cultural independence, they have stressed continuity and
conservatism. Translated, this means the dominance of Eastern institutions, capital, and values in settling the Wese A quarter of a century
ago, William H. Goetzmann directed attention to the army's primary role
in exploring, mapping, and picturing the American West in the years
before the Civil Wars Earlier, Taft's book gave due recognition to the
Eastern periodicals that sponsored many artists (including Frederic
Remington) on their western excursions after the Civil War, an9 published
illustrations that emphasized the dramatic at the expense of the mundane and purely documentary. Thus, Eastern money underwrote the
Wild West myth. Even Catlin and Stanley, those embodiments of entrepreneurial initiative in setting off to paint Indians without benefit of public
7. Earl Pomeroy, "Toward a Reorientation of Western History: Continuity and Environment," Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 41 (March 1955), 579-600
8. William H. Goetzmann, Army Exploration in the American West, 1803-1863 (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1959).
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or private patronage (though Stanley twice accompanied official expeditions), subsequently pestered governments, institutions, and wealthy
individuals at home and abroad in hopes of disposing of their collections
and realizing "fame and fortune." From the beginnings of Western art,
in short, Easterners paid the bills and called the shots.
Nevertheless, the impression persists that Western art is a uniquely
regional expression, beholden to no one, certainly not the East. Most
Easterners seem happy to go along with this assumption. One can hear
a line being scraped in the dirt whenever the merit of Western art comes
up for discussion: Easterners do not like Western art; real Westerners
do. Easterners ignore it except to scoff. "Cowboy art" is anecdotal, sentimental, overcoiored, overexaggerated, overexposed, and utterly irrelevant. Westerners fire back, defending the genre as it has evolved from
turn-of-the-century memorialists like Remington and Charles M. Russell
to contemporary practitioners who sit in their studios painting pictures
of an old West that lives on only in the imagination. Representationalists,
these painters know their work will be judged on its accuracy of detail
and its aura of authenticity, as much as its artistry, and they remain
faithful to the gospel of Western realism that holds that a cow should
look like a cow and an Indian should be wearing the right number of
feathers. They pride themselves on being Western to the core, and flash
their stetsons like passports proving they, too, have been "out there."
Thus the softness in much Western art writing: it is not about art, it is
about having the approved credentials. When someone is praised as a
genuine cowboy artist, what is meant is a genuine cowboy.9 And critics
who harp about artistic deficiencies, imitativeness, influences, or whatever are merely proving they have never spent an honest day in the
saddle. Western sensitivity, this "us agin' them" attitude, has undoubtedly
inhibited the emergence of a critical Western art scholarship. A monograph like Weber's, treating an artist from a less contentious period when
Eastern influences were undeniable, should help encourage a reappraisal of some old cliches.
But not only regional pride is on the line in discussions of Western
art. One can also hear the echoes of battles that pit traditionalism against
modernism, especially abstract expressionism. Recently, attention has
9. A vivid case in point is the recent National Geographic story on Charles M. Russell,
Bart McDowell, "C. M. Russell: Cowboy Artist," National Geographic, 169 (January 1986),
60-95. Ten paintings are reproduced in color, along with. sketches and a bronze, but art
never enters the text. As McDowell writes (p. 67), "for all the success of his 4,500 pieces
of art, Russell the man is almost as celebrated as his works." A glaring example of the
same tendency isA. P. Hays, "The Art of Will James," J. M. Neil, ed, Will James: The Spirit
of the Cowboy (Casper, Wyoming: Nicolaysen Art Museum, 1984), 41-76, which is an
argument for Will James's superiority as an artist based on the fact he knew the horse
better than Remington or Russell.
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been paid to Western modernism, neglected in the past because of
Eastern indifference and Western conservatism in matters of taste W To
an eye that prizes precise detail, modern art is simply failed art, and
Charlie Russell's view that Impressionism's "smeariness" disguised "bum
drawin'" still has adherents. 11 Munich-trained William R. Leigh, who outlived Russell by thirty years, never changed his opinion that modern art
reflected "Parisian sewer-psychology" and aimed to "pervert our civilization for profit."12It was foreign, thus unAmerican and dangerous. These
attitudes, of course, knew no geographical boundaries B But their specifically Western version drew sustenance from Western suspicion of
things Eastern as well as foreign, leading back again to regional issues.
Western art versus its critics, representational art versus modern art,
translate as the West's repudiation of its old colonial relationship with
the East. Did not Middle Border realists like Thomas Hart Benton knowingly reject the tenets of modernism in the 1930s?14 By the 1950s modernism had won out in fashionable circles, but most Western artists
remained faithful to tradition. In 1953 Peter Hurd described himself as
one of those "who by temperament and special interests are drawn to
an objective approach to order and serenity," and defended his brand
of patient realism:
For me, with my training and background of interests it would
be futile as well as false to myself to venture into abstract painting.
I know that for me the sources of painting must ever be shadow
and light, textures, space, the crossplay of reflections on forms in
movement. It is here in the Southwest that I find in greatest abundance and variety these sources. The trends and vogues in art
mean next to nothing to me.... 15
10. See Sharyn Rohlfsen Udall, Modernist Painting in New Mexico 1913-1935 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984), and Patricia Janis Broder, The American West: The Modern Vision (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, for the New York
Graphic Society, 1984). Several of the artists mentioned have also been the subjects of
monographs, notably Georgia O'Keeffe and Fritz Scholder
11. "Cowboy Vividly Paints the Passing Life of the Plains," New York Times (Magazine
Section), March 19, 1911, p. 5; and Frank Bird Linderman, Recollections of Charley Russell,
ed. H. G. Meriam (Norman University of Oklahoma Press, 1963), 92.
12. Quoted in D. Duane Cummins, William Robinson Leigh: Western Artist (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, with the Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History
and Art, Tulsa, 1980), 131-32.
13. See Jane De Hart Mathews, "Art and Politics in Cold War America," American
Historical Review, 81 (October 1976), 762-87.
14. See Matthew Saigell, Thomas Hart Benton (New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1975)
Benton, Grant Wood, and John Steuart Curry, all Midwesterners linked to the Regionalist
movement, are discussed in that context in Nancy Heller and Julia Williams, The Regionalists (New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, 1976). As a branch of the American Scene
movement, Regionalism was both representationalist and self-consciously nativistic in
choice of subject matter
15. Peter Hurd, "A Southwestern Heritage," Arizona Highways, 29 (November 1953),
27.
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Richard H. Kern. Courtesy Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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These sentiments, expressed exactly one hundred years after Richard
Kern's death, defined an art still as firmly committed to visual realism
as Kern's own.
Of course, many Westerners also disdain cowboy art and are embarrassed by its parochialism and the values it reinforces. As a genre,
Western art today can be linked to the enduring taste for Norman Rockwell, Currier & Ives, and nostalgic slices of an earlier, seemingly simpler
and more innocent America. It is very much an art of the people. 16 But
Western art's appeal draws on something else as well, the mythic West
of collective memory, itself resting visually on the bedrock of nineteenthcentury documentary art. Kern and his contemporaries take us back to
the myth's beginnings. They had their own romantic preoccupations to
be sure, but theirs was a literalism devoid of reference to the Wild West
we have come to know. The West, Frederick Jackson Turner would argue
in the 1890s, was America: and mountain men, cowboys, and their kind
continue to represent cherished ideals of individualism, self-reliance,
and independence, whether or not history agrees. Reality cannot displace the myth entirely, and the Western artist today is attuned to our
fantasies. Jets pass overhead, but he hears only the sound of mountain
water. He paints pictures in which buckskin-clad trappers still warily pick
their way down snowy slopes, and befeathered Indians shake their lances
at the sun, defying a world that has no place in his art. He shuns the
present not because there is no longer a West, but because Western
art has become an art about myth; verisimilitude, not veracity, is its key.
Nevertheless, most studies remain focused on accuracy even as
Western art moves further from its documentary roots. We treat Charlie
Russell as though he were Richard Kern and John Clymer as though
he were Russell, ignoring the powerful current of romanticism in their
work, the myth progressively submerging the history. David Weber's
book serves to remind us that before there was a Western myth there
was a Western reality, and that in discussing Western artwe had better
determine at the outset which West the artist was painting.

16. See Royal B. Hassrick, Western Painting Today (New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, 1975); Dale Burk, A Brush with the West (Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press
Publishing Company, 1980); and Peggy and Harold Samuels, Contemporary Western
Artists (n. p., 1982) A number of magazines have heavily promoted contemporary Western
art: Art West and Artists of the Rockies and the Golden West (combined as Western Art
Digest), Southwestern Art, and American West The National Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Western Heritage Center, Oklahoma City, through its journal Persimmon Hill also actively
promoted "cowboy art."
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A History of New Mexico, By Susan A Roberts and Calvin A Roberts, (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1986, xii + 334 pp, Illustrations, maps,
index, $30,00,)
History of New Mexico is the latest published survey of the "Land of Enchantment" and includes geography, ecology, anthropology, and especially the
state's recorded history, From the earliest hunters and gatherers to the current
influx of scientific, manufacturing, and utopia-seeking new residents, New Mexico has seen a continuous flow of interacting cultures arrive, exchange values
and ideas, and institute multiple amalgamations of traditions unique to the region,
The authors, both teachers with Albuquerque Public Schools, have written
and designed the book to be used at the middle school level in teaching the
history of the state and its antecedents, They have divided the book into twelve
units that follow a mostly chronological sequence, Emphasis is generally placed
on cultural patterns and interactions, especially as each has influenced events
and steered the course of future developments,
The style is direct, straightforward, and logical, making the work easy to
read" Especially useful are marginal word definitions, maps, timelines, and shaded
special interest features that focus on background details and enhance the
general text. The illustrations by Betsy James and the cartography by William
L, Nelson are delightful. These are complemented by an assortment of old and
modern photographs in black and white,
The book should be not only an excellent aid in the teaching of New Mexico's
history and cultures at the midschool level but also an asset to the home library,
Because of this history's well-planned coverage and its special interest features,
adults as well as students will find it interesting, informative, and enlightening,
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New Mexicans can use this book.
Ed Perkins
Albuquerque

Rebellion in Rio Arriba, 1837. By Janet Lecompte. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press/Historical Society of New Mexico, 1985. xlii + 186 pp. Illustrations,notes, index. $19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)

When he arrived in New Mexico in 1835 as newly appointed comandante
principal y jefe superior politico, Albino Perez believed he was serving his country, and furthering his career, as he had done on many occasions since entering
military service at age fifteen. In a little more than two years, however, his government provoked a bloody revolution that revealed a deep-seated anger, classconsciousness, and general bitterness towards Mexico City's callous neglect
of New Mexico's needs. Being an appointee of the central government, and
intent on enforcing new laws, Perez became both symbol and catalyst as local
frustrations turned into violence.
Janet Lecompte's book is an important study based on a thorough search
of Mexican period records. Written in a crisp, no-nonsense style, the narrative
traces events of the rebellion from Perez's arrival to the final battle on January
27, 1838 It offers a dispassionate view of the principal actors, including Perez,
Jose Gonzales, and Manuel Armijo, and explodes several myths regarding the
causes of the rebellion and the possible conspiracy of North American traders.
The second half. of the book is composed of thirteen translated documents
ranging from contemporary recollections to folkloric decimas. Extensive and
didactic footnotes provide the reader with a window on the author's research
and illuminating aSides on the lives of the principal characters. Maps and photographs of people and places in the Rio Arriba area are located in two separate
. sections.
Rebellion in Rio Arriba is unique and timely. Because it is written from
Mexican sources, it reveals the ethnocentrism of early Anglo visitors to New
Mexico (Josiah Gregg, George Kendall, W. H. H. DaVis) who saw the rebellion
from the vantage point of their own prejudices. Additionally, the book proVides
a better understanding of the provincialism of northern New Mexico and why
violence has surfaced in this area in 1680, 1837, 1847, and 1967. Most significant
of all, however, is that the author understands how the people of Rio Arriba
became accustomed to taking care of themselves, surviving in spite of Mexico
City's benevolent neglect, and pridefully dealing with hardships under a loose
rein from all governmental authority. This was a society of mestizos and Indians
who farmed and raised livestock. When an unknown outsider came up from the
big city to put new laws in force, while manifesting a life style that appeared
elitist and profligate, the hot spirit of independence and rebellion was forged.
Lecompte makes it clear that the attack on Perez was the result of many
factors: that it was not a conspiracy of foreigners; that it was not conceived by
ex-governor Manuel Armijo; and that it was not solely the result of Perez's new
tax law, his clothes, or his mistress. But the Rebellion focused on Perez, because
he represented what the mestizo-Indian society of RfoArriba opposed. Because
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Governor Perez was ignorant of local customs, jealousies, and feuds, he made
mistakes that allowed him to underestimate the strength of his opposition.
If one had a wish list, a good map would be top priority. Except for New
Mexico aficionados, readers may have problems with place names. It would
also be nice to see the thirteen documents in their original Spanish. But overall,
this is a splendid little monograph, fun to read and thoroughly consistent with
the hirh level of scholarship for which its author is well known.
Daniel Tyler
Colorado State University

Phil Sheridan and His Army. By Paul Andrew Hutton (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1985. xvi + 479 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
General Philip H. Sheridan dominated the military activities in the West after
the Civil War. From 1867 to 1869 he commanded the Department of the Missouri
and until 1883, as lieutenant general, the Division of the Missouri (which stretched
from Chicago to the Rockies and from the Rio Grande to the Canadian border).
He was responsible for "a larger frontier region for a longer period of time than
any other soldier in the history of the Republic" (p. 345). Within his jurisdictions
occurred nearly all the major Indian wars of the post-Civil War years.
Paul Hutton, in this gracefully written and attractively published volume,
recounts once again the story of these wars. They are seen, of course, from
Sheridan's perspective, but the general often disappears into the background,
and the action centers on younger officers such as George Armstrong Custer,
Ranald S. Mackenzie, or Nelson A. Miles. Compared with his brilliant Civil War
record, Sheridan's Indian fighting was insignificant.
The value of this book lies, not in its detailed retelling of the military engagements, but in the vivid picture it displays of Sheridan the man, his policy
toward the Indians, and the army he commanded. Although Hutton admires
Sheridan for his vigor, his singlemindedness, and his steadfastness, he balances
that positive picture with a critical account of the general's ruthlessness in
pursuing total war against the Indians, in which there was little concern for
separating the innocent from the guilty.
Sheridan's unrelenting pressure on the off-reservation Indians, his winter
campaigns, his exultation over the destruction of the buffalo (the Indians' commissary), his active encouragement of railroad building across the West and the
exploitation of the West's resources by whites, and his enduring conflict with the
humanitarians of the Peace Policy all contribute to the dark picture of Indianwhite relations that comes out of Sheridan's years in the West. Hutton accurately
catches the general's position: "Sheridan, a man of his era, viewed the Indians
as members of an inferior race that embraced a primitive culture. In war he felt
them to be inordinately barbarous, and he attributed this to a natural, ingrained
savageness. In his official capacity as division commander he saw the tribes
as a Stone Age barrier to an inevitable progress resulting from the expansion
of white, Christian civilization. Not only did he favor such progress, he proudly
saw himself as its instrument" (p. 184).
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Hutton is careful to point out other aspects of Sheridan's career: his action
in Louisiana Reconstruction, his support of "law and order" in labor crises in
Chicago and in the election troubles of 1876, his observation of the FrancoPruss ian War, his aggressive fight to establish Yellowstone Park, and his support
of ethnological studies by army officers. He notes Sheridan's charming ways
with women, his devotion to his family, and his loyalty to army friends. This
biography is an even-handed study, supported by thorough documentation and
enhanced by well-chosen illustrations and useful maps. Yet one cannot but regret
in reading it that a man like Sheridan had so much power for so long a time in
the development of the American West.
Francis Paul Prucha
Marquette University

If These Walls Could Speak. Historic Forts of Texas. By J. U Salvant and Robert
M. Utley. (Austin University of Texas Press, 1985. 64 pp. Illustrations, map.
$18.95.)
The military played an important and colorful role in Texas history. During
the forty-five years following the Mexican War, the federal government established a total of thirty-three forts within the state's sprawling boundaries. From
these garrisons, troops guarded frontier settlements against Indian raids, escorted freight wagons and the mails, and patrolled the volatile international
border with Mexico. As the Indian threat receded, one by one the army posts
were abandoned. With a few striking exceptions, all that remain today of this
important chapter in Texas history are mounds of earth or crumbling foundations.
In twenty-two splendid watercolors, artist J. U. Salvant has recaptured life
at ten military installations stretching from Fort Richardson in northcentral Texas
to Fort Davis in the remote southwest, and from Fort Brown near the mouth of
the Rio Grande to Fort Bliss at EI Paso. The remaining subjects include Ringgold
Barracks and Forts Mcintosh, McKavett, Lancaster, Griffin, and Concho. Working
from architectural plans and archival sources, Salvant has produced a series
of paintings that are notable for their wealth and accuracy of detail. With a deft
brush, she has recreated the Moorish-style hospital and enlisted men's quarters
at Ringgold Barracks, the ramshackle picket huts at Fort Richardson, the eclectic
wooden officers' houses at Fort Griffin, the elaborate quarried stone hospital at
Fort Concho, the commodious commanding officer's home at Fort Davis, and a
number of less unique structures. Equally important, the artist has a sharp eye
for the human dimension, and subtly evokes day-to-day life and the rare moments of drama on the military frontier. The arrival of camels at Fort Lancaster,
Easter Sunday at Fort Concho, the bitter winter at Fort Richardson, the tension
of the Flipper court-martial, and the eager anticipation as Colonel Benjamin H.
Grierson supervises the unloading of a piano at Fort Davis elevate these watercolors far above cold architectural renderings. By themselves, they more than
justify the modest price of the book.
As a bonus, Robert M. Utley, the dean of frontier military historians, contributes a lively and knowledgeable text. In his introduction, Utley offers an
overview of the army's role in Texas and outlines the several systems of frontier
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defense. Subsequent chapters contain information on the circumstances surrounding the location and establishment of each fort, as well as the purpose or
mission of· the garrison. Utley traces the physical dimensions of the several
posts, and he draws upon the comments of officers or their wives to offer a
firsthand feeling of life and conditions. A short narrative history follows, concentrating upon famous persons or colorful and dramatic events associated
with the installation. Information on the present condition of the fort and a note
on sources conclude each chapter. Even in a work of this brevity, Utley reaffirms
his unerring ability to at once entertain and inform, as he effectively conveys
the unique features of life at each of the Texas forts portrayed in this volume.
If These Walls Could Speak is the successful collaboration of a talented
artist and an accomplished writer-historian. Although directed toward a lay audience, scholars and specialists also will read and view it with pleasure and
profit.
Bruce J. Dinges
University of Arizona

"I Stand By Sand Creek": A Defense of Colonel John M Chivington and the
Third Colorado Cavalry. Compiled by William R. Dunn. (Fort Collins, Colorado:
Old Army Press, 1985. x + 158 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index.
$7.95 paper.)

"I stand by Sand Creek," said John M. Chivington in 1884 at a reunion of
the command he had led twenty years earlier in one of the bloodiest assaults
on Indians in United States history. Chivington, with the entire Third Colorado
Cavalry and elements of another regiment, attacked a large village of Cheyennes
and Arapahos along the Big Sandy Creek in southeastern Colorado at dawn on
November 29, 1864. Acting on the authority of territorial governor John Evans,
who hoped to punish the Indians for a multitude of past transgressions against
settlers, Chivington gave the warriors and their families no quarter. His performance at Sand Creek provoked controversy and congressional investigation.
As the title of this book implies, the controversy has not waned.
The book offers nothing that is new or original in defense of Chivington. The
compiler, a retired air force officer, has selected a few previously available
accounts of the battle that support his stated purpose: "To present ... the true
events which led up to the battle, the battle itself, something of the Indian and
white participants, and the aftermath following the battle" (p. vii). All justify the
performance of Chivington, in effect absolving him of blame in the massacre
that brought death to more than four hundred Indians, including many women
and children. The documents represent the views of white persons variously
. affected by the outcome of the affair, including Chivington, whose deposition to
the Committee on the Conduct of the War is unsurprisingly self-serving.
An analysis by the compiler concludes the volume. This consists of assorted
diversions into state history and biography that are required to "effectively evaluate the entire situation concerning the 'battle' or 'massacre.'" The result, part
sermon and part would-be polemic, represents ethnocentrism at its best along
with a healthy dose of Darwinism that would have done nineteenth-century
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Darwinists proud (e.g., the Indians' "sense of values and morals and reasoning
were not developed above the barbaric stage of mankind" [p 113]).
This admittedly one-sided account of Sand Creek treats the event from the
single perspective of the frontiersmen who had to contend with the reality of an
Indian presence. Among other things, the compiler concludes that the encounter
was a battle, not a massacre, and that there were not an inordinate number of
noncombatants killed. The chief value of the book lies in its p'lesentation of the
several original sources. For objectivity-which is neither this book's aim nor its
result-Stan Hoig's The Sand Creek Massacre should be consulted.
Jerome A. Greene
National Park Service

A Mission in the Desert Albuquerque District, 1935-1985. By Michael E. Welsh.
(Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 1985. viii + 262 pp.
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $20.00 cloth, $15.00 paper)
The achievements of the United States Bureau of Reclamation in the western
states are well-known; much less so are those of the United States Army Corps
of Engineers. Consequently, this book devoted to the construction programs of
the engineers in the Southwest is a welcome addition to the historical literature
of the area.
Although the corps was created by Congress in 1803, it did not undertake
flood control projects in the Southwest until fifty years ago, when in 1935 it began
the construction of the Conchas Dam at the junction of the Conchas River with
the Canadian River in northeastern New Mexico. Finished in 1938, the dam is
235 feet high, 1,250 feet long, with a capacity of 550,000 acre-feet. Its construction has been followed by two dams on the Arkansas, one on the Pecos,
and four on the Rio Grande, totaling eight. Several of these dams are as imposing
as the Conchas. For instance, the Cochiti on the Rio Grande rises 251 feet above
the surface of the stream bed, is 5.4 miles long, and contains 60 million cubic
yards of earthfill. Commenced in 1967, it was completed six years later, in 1973.
The author, however, devotes more attention to the politics of construction
than to the construction itself. He records the disagreements over the location
of the dams as well as over their character. Communities within states disagreed,
states disagreed, and federal agencies disagreed as well. The primary responsibility of the corps was flood control whereas the major responsibility of the
Bureau of Reclamation was irrigation. Yet the dams were needed for both purposes. In fact, the John Martin Project on the Arkansas River was largely a
project to store water for irrigation. Texas played a major role in project planning
both in the Rio Grande and the Pecos watersheds. Under the provisions of the
Rio Grande Compact, New Mexico was obligated to allow a certain amount of
water to flow down the stream to Texan users, not to store it. Similarly the two
states disagreed over the allocation of the waters of the Pecos River, disagreements that delayed the construction of the Santa Rosa Project. As the number
of city dwellers increased after World War II, they demanded that the projects
provide recreation as well as flood control and irrigation, a use eventually approved by Congress. In central New Mexico the corps faced opposition to the
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Cochiti Project by the Pueblo Indians because it threatened to flood ancestral
lands. Politicians played major roles in project development, especially Congressman John Martin in Colorado and Senators Clinton P. Anderson and Dennis
Chavez in New Mexico.
The role of the Army Corps of Engineers has not been confined to dam
construction but has played a major role in military construction as well. As the
nation became involved in World War II, the corps was assigned the construction
of air strips, prisoner of war camps, and internment camps for the Japanese
who were moved inland from the West Coast. Nevertheless, the corps' major
military role came with the national decision to develop the atomic bomb.
When the Roosevelt administration chose Los Alamos and Alamogordo as
sites for the development of the atomic weapon, that development was a natural
assignment for the engineers with their district headquarters in Albuquerque.
When J. Robert Oppenheimer selected the 54,000-acre site at Los Alamos for
the highly secret project, the corps moved in, building houses, offices, laboratories, and mess halls for 7,000 people. When this assignment was completed,
the corps was directed to ready the Alamogordo Bombing Range for testing of
the weapon.
When the agency faces austerity, Welsh provides a frank appraisal of the
situation. This is an honest, straightforward account of the role of ihe U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers in the Southwest, based upon primary sources in the archives
of the agency.
Robert G. Dunbar
Montana State University

Indian Lives: Essays on Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Native American
Leaders. Edited by L. G. Moses and Raymond Wilson. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1985. 227 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $19.95 cloth,
$9.95 paper.)

Of the 1,418,195 Indians enumerated in the 1980 U.S. Census, approximately one-half now live off the reservation. Indian Lives provides numerous
insights into what this transition has meant for Native Americans. In their introduction, editors L. G. Moses and Raymond Wilson rightly declare that American
Indians do not live in two worlds but "in a complex world of multiple loyalties"
(p. 3). This is carefully documented in eight well-written essays.
Included are profiles on Maris Bryant Pierce (1811-1874), Seneca patriot,
by H.A. Vernon; Nampeyo (1860-1942), a remarkable Hopi-Tewa woman potter,
by Ronald McCoy; Susan LaFlesche Picotte (1865-1915), the first Indian (Omaha)
woman doctor of medicine, byValerie Sherer Mathes; Henry Chee Dodge (18571947), first chairman of the Navajo tribal council, by David M. Brugge; Charles
Curtis (1860-1936), mixed blood Kaw-Osage who became vice-president, by
William E. Unrau; Luther Standing Bear (1868-1939), Teton Sioux, author and
actor, by Richard N. Ellis; Minnie Kellogg (1880-1949), an Iroquois about whom
a sobering drama could be written, by Laurence M. Hauptman; and Peterson
Zah (1937- ), elected Navajo tribal chairman in 1982, by George M. Lubick.
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Each essay contains citations and an excellent summary of sources as well as
a photograph of the featured individual.
Inevitably Indian Lives will be compared with David Edmund's American
Indian Leaders that appeared in 1980 and that used a similar organization for
probing the lives of twelve Native Americans. Each collection's usefulness is
greatly enhanced by a cumulative index. The Edmund book, however, ranges
from the eighteenth to the twentieth century, while all but one of the personalities
in the Moses and Wilson compilation play active roles in this century. While the
final chapter of Edmund's work concludes with an essay on the Navajos' remarkable Peter MacDonald, Indian Lives ends with Peterson Zah, who in 1982
defeated MacDonald in an astonishing Navajo tribal council election. The contents of the Moses and Wilson study is not only more current, but includes women
and, except for Vice-President Charles Curtis, features less familiar faces. The
fact that both of these fine collections have appeared so concurrently bodes
well for Native American studies.
Indeed, the introductory essay for Indian Lives should prove most beneficial
for students embarking upon a course dealing either with Indian history or ethnic
studies. In questioning what is an Indian, the editors provide qualifications germane to anyone probing ethnicity. Will Pan-Indian enthusiasts be upset when
they sample Moses and Wilson's forthrightness? "It is probably impossible.
to assert absolutely who is an Indian in the United States today.... [T]here were
. no 'Indians' present in 1492 when Columbus arrived in the New World" (p. 7). It
was the European invaders who, seeking to destroy the Indian, in fact ultimately
transformed warring tribes into "Indians."
There may in some remote corner of the West remain a stereotypical "Injun,"
but in truth that creation can only rest in the mind of an astonishingly stupid
Archie Bunker, white or red.
Ted C. Hinckley
San Jose State University

The Indian Rights Association: The Herbert Welsh Years, 1882-1904. By William
1. Hagan. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1985. xi + 301 pp. Illustrations,

notes, bibliography, index. $21.95.)
This book provides a thorough description and evaluation of the role of the
Indian Rights Association and the efforts of Herbert Welsh to encourage the
assimilation of Native Americans while protecting their land and civil rights against
the insatiable appetite of the white community for Indian real estate. The IRA
was far more successful in protecting Indian civil rights than in guarding real
estate, in part because it was Welsh's philosophy that the surrender of large
portions of the reservations was inevitable and was also conducive to the goal
of assimilation. William 1. Hagan attributes the failure of the IRA to make a better
record in support of Native Americans to the fact that after 1895, Welsh's energies
were diverted to civil service and other reforms at the municipal and state levels
through the pUblication of City and State.
Comparison of the contents of this volume with the guide to the microfilm
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edition of the Indian Rights Association Papers indicates that the correspondence of Welsh and his associates has been thoroughly analyzed and turned into
good prose. That several typographical errors were not caught in the process
of editing is unfortunate. Where the date of an event is involved, this is confusing.
Regarding the Nelson Act, for example, the commissioners treated with the
Chippewas in 1889, not 1899 Also, most readers are likely not acquainted with
Mrs. Partington and her legendary broom and will thus miss the significance of
Senator Dawes' remark about his efforts to prevent ratification of the bill for the
removal of the Southern Utes (p. 132). What was common parlance among
readers of the nineteenth century may be lost entirely on those of the twentieth.
Particularly valuable are the evaluations of secretaries of the interior, commissioners of Indian affairs, powerful senators who influenced legislation, and
Washington agents for the IRA, Charles C. Painter and Samuel M. Brosius. These
summaries are presented mostly from the perspective of Welsh, but Hagan
occasionally indicates concurrence. Most significant is the portrait of Senator
Henry L. Dawes who is often found assisting other powerful senators in divesting
the Indians of their land and lumber. Hagan gives Welsh most of the credit for
resisting approval of the Ute agreement, not Dawes. He also points out quite
significantly that statehood for Utah depended upon Colorado Senator Henry
M. Teller, who introduced the Ute Bill.
Another interesting feature is that the IRA won the fight to extend civil service
regulations to all positions under control of the BIA except agents and inspectors
at the very time that most of Welsh's energies were beginning to be diverted to
civil-service reform and the publication of City and State. Hagan implies that
even greater success would have resulted had Welsh been single-minded about
Indian reform. A major deterrent, however, was his strong commitment to antiimperialism which caused friction with the administration of Theodore Roosevelt
during American occupation of the Philippines. Welsh thought of United States
policy toward Indians in the context of imperialism and anti-imperalism. This
lends credence to the thesis of Frederick Hoxie's A Final Promise (1984).
A shortcoming of the book is that it does not evaluate the role of the IRA
in the formulation and passage of the Dawes Land-in-Severalty Act of 1887. This
contrasts with the excellent and full treatment of the IRA position on the Sioux
Bill which became law in 1888.
Henry E. Fritz
St. Olaf College

Havasupai Habitat: A. F. Whiting's Ethnography of a Traditional Indian Culture.
Edited by Steven A. Weber and P. David Seaman. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1985. xxii + 228 pp. Illustrations, map, charts, tables, bibliography, index.
$21.95.)

Alfred E. Whiting was an ethnobotanist who studied the Havasupai tribe of
Arizona's Grand Canyon country in the years just prior to World War II. During
that period he completed extensive field work on the subject of the Havasupai
and their relationship with the environment. The research was intended to form
the basis of his doctoral dissertation, but various events precluded completion
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of the project. Whiting died in 1978 with his manuscript uncompleted. Steven
A. Weber and P David Seaman, both professional anthropologists working in
Northern Arizona, have now edited Whiting's work on the Havasupai.
This small volume is a study in ethnography. Divided into two parts, it
presents a detailed study of how a desert people survived in the basically
inhospitable climate of the Southwest. The first section of the book reviews
Havasupai lifeways, concentrating on the people and their means of living: their
methods of gathering and preparing food; modes of warfare; courtship, marriage, and death; and religion. The second part of the book deals with Havasupai
knowledge of the natural world and provides a description of the words and
meanings used by these people to classify the world surrounding them. A great
wealth of rich cultural material is presented in this section. Still, the study was
never designed to be a comprehensive ethnohistory of the Havasupai people.
Rather, it was meant primarily to supplement Leslie Spier's 1928 classic work
on the Havasupai. As a result, the coverage is limited to only those subjects
that involved Whiting's particular interest.
It also needs to be emphasized that Havasupai Habitat is not for the casual
reader. In recent years this tribe, which lives at the bottom of the Grand Canyon,
has received considerable attention, its small remote village being visited by
thousands of hikers and tourists annually. These visitors and others caught up
in the current enthusiasm for information on traditional native cultures might
ordinarily be expected to provide a wide audience. But this book is much too
specialized and technical to appeal to those interested in a general account of
these unique people. It will be much more useful to scholars or people specifically concerned with ethnobotany and the practical uses of the environment.
This does not mean that the book is not significant. It is a valuable contribution
to the preservation of the diverse cultural traditions of the desert peoples of the
Southwest.
Robert A. Trennert
Arizona State University

Working the Range: Essays on the History of Western Land Management and
the Environment. Edited by John R. Wunder. (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood
Press, 1985. xv + 241 pp. Notes, bibliographical essay, index. $29.95.)

In his brief lifetime, Charles Wood, agricultural historian at Texas Tech University, sought deeper meaning in the relationship between people and their
environment. Appropriately, his former students, colleagues, and friends have
produced an anthology Ably edited by John Wunder, Working the Range has
followed Wood's tradition by presenting chapters concerning four important
topics: native Americans and their land; land speculation; land policy and entrepreneurship; and environment and land management.
Readers of New Mexican history will appreciate the NativeAmerican section ..
Willard Rollings traces the Pueblos' quest for land and water rights to the Pueblo
Lands Act of 1924. David Lanehart reveals the significance of the Indian Peace
Commission of 1868 for the NavaJO. Yet the most sophisticated contribution is
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by John Wunder, who puts the Resolution of 1871 clearly in historical perspective
regarding its meaning for Indian land ownership.
Readers will appreciate the scholarship of Benjamin Newcomb's contribution, but be surprised to learn of politics and land policies in colonial New
York and New Jersey, a chapter that seems out of place. The remaining chapters
about ranching clearly relate to the West. David Murrah thoughtfully analyzes
Charles Warren's survival during the difficult 1910s. Donald Abbe presents a
nice case study of ranching and speculation in Lynn County, Texas. Yet this
section needs a chapter about urban land speculation and its impact upon the
western environment or a chapter with a broader focus to include a wider region
of the West.
.
In the section about land policy and entrepreneurship, the topics are diverse. Rita Napier examines the Town Site Preemption Act, the first land law that
recognized western urbanization and encouraged towns to be developed on
the public lands. Homer Socolofsky provides another glimpse of William Scully
and how he used land policies in accumulating his fortune. Paul Carlson combines entrepreneurship, focusing on William L. Black, and agriculture with land
use in his chapter about the Angora goat industry in Texas. Disappointingly,
Carlson fails to show the significant impact of agricultural scientists-men like
John McKinley Jones-in the relationship between ranchers and the land.
The last section, environment and land management, concerns Utah, California, and Texas. Dan Flores examines Mormon land and environment policies
and actions. He raises valid questions as to whether Mormon policies made
Utah unique and protected from the abuses associated with other western
communities. In a well researched chapter, Flores explains that Utah today is
less receptive to environmental concerns than any other mountain western state.
Stephen Sayles provides a glimpse of political fighting as the Bureau of Reclamation and the Army Corps of Engineers contrlcted over policies for California's
Central Valley. Delmar Hayter concludes the section with a chapter about rainmaking in Texas, including the HIPLEX project that was to run through 1982. Yet
in 1985, the author has reached no significant conclusions. The book concludes
with a useful bibliographical essay on the major topics.
Good anthologies-like good symposium proceedings-are difficult to produce. Most books of this nature are uneven and this book is no exception. It
could have been strengthened by a strong overall essay at the end that tied
the various threads together. Yet these criticisms do not seriously mar the book's
value. Charles Wood would have been pleased and so will most readers.
Irvin M. May, Jr.
Blinn College

American Rodeo: From Buffalo Bill to Big Business. By Kristine Fredricksson.
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1985. xiii + 255 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, appendixes, index. $18.95.)

Not an inclusive study of rodeo in its widest sense, this book focuses strictly
on the development of American rodeo as an organized, professional sport. It
is essentially a history of rodeo contestants themselves and of their struggle to
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legitimize their sport and secure their own place within it. The author demonstrates that before rodeo could become an important national sport, the contestants had to change their early unfavorable image in society and attain a
status of respect. They also had to learn to cooperate and form a resolute group
structure that would empower them to fight against exploitation by management
and guarantee their rights to fair treatment as professional sport participants.
Rodeo cowboys overcame many obstacles in order to be finally credited by the
public as true athletes. Once known as America's "least recognized and understood sport," rodeo needed understanding by the media in order to obtain
appropriate coverage before national recognition could be assured. The book
makes clear the ways in which these goals were achieved, and documents the
important effects of such influences as World War II and the evolution of rodeo's
"national finals" on the sport. The change in rodeo participants is traced from
the early days when they were virtually all ranch workers to contemporary times
in which half the contestants may be arena-trained.
Informal, unsanctioned rodeos, women's, youth, and college rodeos, and
theAmerican Indian rodeo circuit are not covered. Although Fredricksson's study
reveals much about the (male) professional rodeo cowboy, its general neglect
of the essential other half of rodeo-the animals-makes the book seem as
human-centered as the sport it portrays is often said to be. There is no information, for example, about the history of the animal athletes-their origins, their
use in various events and novelty acts over time, how they have been supplied
and conditioned, and their role and influence in the development of the sport.
The author does cover in some detail the issue of alleged cruelty to animals in
rodeo It is in discussions on this topic that the book appears to be written with
the spirit of an "insider," rather than as a scholar looking objectively at all sides
of the question. Allegations of cruelty in rodeo are often termed "agitations" by
the author, who takes the view that such charges result from "misinformation
and rumors," and are made only by "outsiders" and "the ignorant." But it is
essential for readers to realize that contemporary concern for rodeo animals,
which can be sincere and well-founded, is in fact part of a wider movement of
liberal humane spirit and moral concern for human minorities and exploited
groups that is extended to animals as well. Rodeo has not been singled out for
attack, and anti-rodeo sentiment should be seen as part of a complex philosophical trend of thought that gained momentum during recent decades. To
understand this phenomenon it is vital to distinguish between the older traditional
concerns of animal welfare-that is, proper feeding and care of livestock-and
the very different issue of intrinsic rights which animals are believed by some
people to possess. If an animal is valued for its own sake, irrespective of its
use for human purpose, then in this view it may merit the right not only to have
its physical needs met, but also to live free from exploitation for human entertainment.
As an up-to-date, carefully-researched, and clearly-written history of the
development of professional rodeo into a national sport, the book makes a
valuable and significant contribution to rodeo literature. It fills an important niche,
both for devotees of the sport who will welcome it as a long-needed source of
data, and for the uninitiated who need to know more about a fascinating sport
that still seems foreign to many. American Rodeo will be useful for scholars in
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diverse disciplines who wish to compare rodeo organization and development
to the history of other American sports that, out of humble beginnings, have also
become not only entertainment but "big business."
Elizabeth A. Lawrence
Tufts University
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Book Notes

Most travelers in the West notice windmills but rarely give them a
passing glance; artists and photographers use windmills to give structure to their compositions, and 1. Lindsay Baker, curator of science and
technology at the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, studies and restores them. Baker is author of A Field Guide to American Windmills
(University of Oklahoma Press, $65.00), a thorough and fascinating book
on American water-pumping windmills. Baker provides a history of American windmills, their manufacture and marketing, and a description of
the 112 most common models. The text is complemented by numerous
illustrations, an appendix listing models, dates, and makers, and notes
and bibliography. This large volume, which also touches on a wide
variety of topics relating to the history of the American West, will be a
standard reference work.
A recent publication by the Los Alamos Historical Society is Los
Alamos: The First Forty Years, edited and annotated by Fern Lyon and
Jacob Evans ($12.95 paper). The book focuses on the period from 1943,
with the acquisition of the Los Alamos Ranch School for the Manhattan
Project, to 1983 and tells the story of the community and the development
of Los Alamos National Laboratory through the use of newspaper and
magazine articles, documents, and photographs.
Recent paperback reprints from the University of Arizona Press
include People of the Blue Water by Flora Gregg Iliff ($8.95), On the
Border: Portrait of America's Southwestern Frontier by Tom Miller ($7.95),
and A River No More: The Colorado River and the West by Philip L.
Fradkin ($10.95). People of the Blue Water is the account of Flora Gregg
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Iliff's years as a government teacher on the Walapai and Havasupai
reservations early in the twentieth century, and provides insights into
government Indian policy, Indian education, the culture and attitudes of
the people, .and the environment in that section of northwestern Arizona.
First published in 1954, this new edition includes a foreword by Robert
C. Euler. A River 'No More, first published in 1981, is a study of the
Colorado river by Philip L. Fradkin, former newspaperman, Pulitzer Prize
winner, writer, and official of the California Resources Agency. Fradkin
recounts the history of the Colorado River and Basin by treating water
use and water policies and their impact on the region. He provides a
wealth of information for conservationists and public officials and identifies problems relating to water in the West. In his study of the U.S.Mexican border region Tom Miller traveled its full length from the Gulf
of Mexico to the Pacific. His chapters, a series of vignettes, deal with
the region, the daily life of the people, and their attitudes. On the Border
is readable and often witty and conveys Miller's feelings for the border
country and its people.
The Kid, Billy the Kid: The Artists and Writers Saga by Bill Rakocy
is an interesting collection of scrapbook items and memorabilia. The
book is generously illustrated with pictures and with sketches by the
author, including selected newspaper articles, letters, and supporting
text. For the most part, the author has presented his version of Billy the
Kid, utilizing previously pUblished materials. It is available from Bravo
Press in EI Paso for $18.95.

News Notes

The Armand Hammer United World College of the American West
is the site of this year's Historical Society of New Mexico annual conference. The elegant Queen Anne style Montezuma Hotel, one hundred
years old in 1986, will be the center and focus of many events. Accommodations and meals will be available at the college, and all facilities,
including tennis courts and playing fields, will be open to conference
attendees. The traditional book auction on Saturday afternoon will be
enlivened this year by the addition of collectibles and memorabilia of
the West. There will be photo exhibits on Montezuma and Las Vegas
and, as in the past, bookdealers and presses will have sales tables.
A highlight of the weekend will be the keynote speaker at the annual
banquet, Lawrence Clark Powell. Paper sessions on topics as diverse
as historical preservation, Hispanic women, Southwestern architecture,
New Mexico medical history, folk art, and New Mexico hotels are planned
for Friday and Saturday. A special session will feature a one-man dramatic presentation of the history of the Lincoln County War and the last
days of Billy the Kid. Several short films shot in Las Vegas by Tom Mix
and others over sixty years ago will be shown Friday evenings. For
details, write Michael Olsen, 1729 Eighth Street, Las Vegas, New Mexico
87701.
The New Mexico Historical Review is pleased to announce that the
compilation and printing of the fourth fifteen-year cumulative index was
approved by the 1986 legislature and signed by Governor Toney Anaya.
Senator Michael Alarid and Representative Larry L. Sheffield carried the
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necessary legislation in the New Mexico State Senate and House of
Representatives to final passage and signature by the governor. The
editor, staff, and editorial board thank the New Mexico state legislature
for their support.
The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Western History Association will be held October 7-10, 1987, in Los Angeles, California The
Program Committee has issued a call for papers, and is particularly
interested in sessions that deal with new directions, themes, and methodologies in the study of the American West. Equal consideration, however, will be given to papers dealing with any aspect of the frontier
experience or the West as a region, Proposals for individual papers
should not exceed one typewritten page and should be accompanied
by a brief vita. Session proposals should not exceed two typewritten
pages and should be accompanied by a brief vita for each participant.
By August 15, 1986, ten copies of the proposal should be mailed to the
committee chair. For information contact Paul Andrew Hutton, Chair, WHA
Program Committee, Department of History, University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 (505) 277-5839.
The Pueblo Archives Collection of the All Indian Pueblo Council, Inc.
is now open to researchers. Major public record groups include documents from territorial, state, and national Indian Affairs departments,
agencies, boards, commissions, and other official bodies, Judicial and
legislative records, private collections of papers, maps, photographs
and other archival materials are available for use. Reference and research assistance is provided by the professional staff on an individual
basis in the Pueblo Archives research room. For further information contact the All Indian Pueblo Council, Inc. Archives, 2401 12th Street N,W.,
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102.
Preservation New Mexico is the title of a publication devoted to
strengthening the capability of New Mexico to identify, evaluate, and
protect its historic and archaeologial resources, The newsletter office is
interested in maintaining a list of craftspersons working or willing to work
on preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration projects in New Mexico.
For a copy of the newsletter or inquiries about programs write Editor,
Preservation New Mexico, Box 2165, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103.

A Rock Art Recording Field School will be held by the Archaeologial
Society of New Mexico, June 14-28, 1986, at a southern New Mexico
site in the Lincoln National Forest. For further information contact James
G, Bain, 1111 Jefferson Street NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110.
An Archaeological Field School will be held in Gallup, New Mexico,
June 28-July 25, 1986. Excavation work will be conducted at the Vidal
site. The laboratory and workshops will be at Red Rock State Park, east
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of Gallup. University credit can be arranged. For information contact
Betty Kelley, 318 Zecca Drive, Gallup, New Mexico 87301.
A National Endowment for the Arts grant will be used by the School
of American Research to plan for computerizing catalog information on
the 7,000 artifacts in the Indian Arts Research Center. For additional
information contact Susan Bodenstein, P.O. Box 2188,660 Garcia Street,
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501.
Archival resources are being improved in New Mexico as additional
contributions are made to repositories throughout the state. The Los
Alamos Historical Society is maintaining its commitment to enhancing
their acquisitions, Professional staff and volunteers catalogue and organize new collections for the use of media, academic, and literary
researchers. For more information, write to the Museum Director, Archives, Los Alamos Historical Society, P,O. Box 43, Los Alamos, New
Mexico 87544,
The retention and safeguarding of records, documents, letters, and
journals relating to the history of the Southwest is a goal shared by
universities, libraries, historical societies, and museums in New Mexico.
The New Mexico Historical Review works in conjunction with historians,
researchers, and writers throughout the country to recover valuable
resources while they are still accessible. An example of a significant
addition to a regional historical association is the recent gift to theTularosa Basin Historical Society of a summary of McNew, Lee, Graham,
and Altman family histories, donated by George McNew. These records
can now be utilized in research about Otero County pioneer families.
,The Southwest Institute Program at the University of New Mexico
will have as its theme "The Rio Grande: The Heart of New Mexico" for
the lecture and field trip courses to be given June 9-July 3, 1986.
Graduate or undergraduate credits will be cross-listed among many
university disciplines. Education, history, American Studies, geography,
anthropology, art history, and architecture are among the departments
granting up to six hours of credit for the course, For complete information
contact Jerry Williams, Geography Department, Bandelier West, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131.
The students of Jefferson County Open High School, Evergreen,
Colorado, have undertaken a project to plant trees in Canyon de Chelly
to replace those destroyed by Kit Carson's troops during the Navajo
campaign in the 1860s. Tax-deductible donations of $3.50 per tree, or
three trees for $1 000, can be sent toArnie Langberg, Principal, Jefferson
County Open High School, 5050 South Highway 73, Evergreen, Colorado
80439.
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The third annual re-enactment of the Battle of Glorieta will be held
June 15, 1986, at Pigeon's Ranch, New Mexico Union and Confederate
re-enactment groups from New Mexico, Colorado, Texas, Arizona, Missouri, and other states will meet in a mock battle at 10:00 A.M. The event
is open to the public, and concessions and a battlefield tour will be
available. Donations for the preservation of the battle site will be accepted. Tax-exempt contributions may be mailed to the Glorieta Battlefield Preservation Fund, 4413 Skyline Court N.E, Albuquerque, New
Mexico 87111. For information contact David Wilson at (505) 266-3101.

